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INTRODUCTION

Students of Recent Amerilcan History have
shown that in the four decades following the Civil
war, Union veterans of that conflict, organized as
the Grand Army of the Republic, often wielded &n un-
due amount of influence in shaping public thinking
as well as declding political 1ssues and contests.

In this thesis I propose to examine the impact of the
Grand Army of the Republic on the soclety and politics
of the Midwestern State of Iowa.

All told, more than sixty-three thousand
veterans returned from the Civil War to make thelir
homes 1in Iowa; of this number probably more then
one-half at one time or another were members of their
local Grand Army posts. In this study of those
thirty (plus) thousand veterans I shall attempt to
develop and explein: 1) the origins and growth of
the G.A.R. in Iowe; 2) the Grend Army's effect on
3tate politics and the 3tate Treasury; and, 3} the
influence of the Grand Army in determining the civic

values in Jowa's soclety.



Chapter I

ORIGIN3 AND INFANCY OF THE C...R. IN IO0WA

Four years before the Grand Army of the Republioc
arrived on the Jowa scene politicians of both Republicen
and Democratic leanings foresaw the valuee of the "soldiler
vote." As Union armies continued to meet defeat after
defeat at the hands of the Confederates, opposition to the
war steadily mounted. As compared with the majority of
23,000 votes given to the Republican Party in the election
of 1860, Samuel Kirkwood -- ardent defender of the Union
cause =- received lees then a 17,000 majority vote in the
gubernatorial election one year later.l

In the summer of 1862 the Democratic Party con-

vened at Jowa City and nominated a Stete ticket of candidates

pledged to do ell in 1its power to terminete the war immedi-

1l Herbert 5. Pelirell, tenuel of Iows pPolitics, pp. 57-60.
It is the contentlon of Merle Rulkotter thet the Grend
Army of tie Republic wherever 1t flouristied was &
political result of the Civil war; according to her
thesle Redlicel Republicen politiciens, bent upon ~rin-
talning their own poilticel suprsmesy By crpturling the
vote of veterens, sponcored and oryanized thne Geaneve {for
Republlcen purpcses. A study of the orig¢lins of thne
Grand Army of the Republic in Jowse tende to demonstrete
the velidity of Rulkotter's zonclusions. 3ee :arle
Rulkotter, "The Zivil Wer Vetersrn in Politics," (frh.D.
Dissertation, University of wWisconsin}, 1638,




ately, to reinstate the 3outh into the Union, and to retain
slavery. Quite clearly something had to be done or the
Democrats, reinforced with "Copperhead" elements, might
posslibly gain control of the Iowa government; an event that
would jJeopardige the role of Iowa in the Unlon cause .2

On September 3, four weeks before the 3tate
election of 1862, Governor Kirkwood called a speclal session
of the Ninth General Assembly and asked that such legislation
that would permit the Iowa soldler in the field to vote be
enacted immedlately. Coming directly to the point, the
Governor warned the Assembly that "under existing laws these
citizens cannot vote, end unless the laws cen be changed, it
may be that the cause they are periling life in the fleld to
maintain may be lost at home through suplneness or troaohery."3
Over loud and vociferous ories of "unconstitutionallty" by
the Democratic minority, the suffrage bill for soldlers
became law on September 1ll. Although the soldlers voted in
the October elections, the Republicen mejority of 16,000
votes in 1£61 was reduced to 15,000 in 1£62. Presumably

the 19,000 soldler votes had meintalned Unionist control of

-— PPN O g e+ e s oo Sp——

2 Fairell, op. 21t., po. 61=62; 3enjanin . Gua, :;ilztory
of Iowa, vol. II, po. 81=00.

3 Benjaaln 3hambaugh, lessagas and Proclemations of
Governors of Jowa, vol. II, »p. 315-16.




the 3State govemmont.4

In the Democrats' retusal to support the
soldiers' suffrage law, the Republicans were handed a
political weapon that would be used repeatedly in elections
to come; henceforth Democrats could be referred to &s an
ungrateful second degree citizenry, contemptuous of the
patriotism that had propelled tne soldier to the battle-
field. The Democrats, however, were quick to recognize
that they had committed an unforgiveable politlicel sin.
In its haste to make amends the Democratic conventlon,
meeting in the summer of 1863, to nominate a governor,
went out of ites way to extend the "warmest" thanks to the
nation's defenders:

Living, they shall know a nation's gratitude;
wounded, & natlon's cere; and, dying, they shall
live in our memory, and monumnents shall be ralsed
to teach posterity to honor the patriots and heroes
who offered their lives at thelr country's eltar.
The widows and orphuns shall be adopted by the
natlion, to be watched over &«nd cered for ag objects
fully worthy of the nation's guerdlenship.-

To furthzr prove tnelr devotion to tne patriotic civillans
and scldlers of lowa, tie convention nouinated & soldler
for t.a governorsihip. 3Irigadler enersl James a. Tuttle,

oa lewve 'rou nkis erny dutlies, was present at the J@mo-

———— e = e [ mmamm + 4 m e n e . et bt i o o s - o it st e

4 Jaws of lowa, 1862, (=xtro 3eszion), so. 2E=7%7; Malirell,

9D CSit., pr. £0, O64: Zdward Benton, "iulilso Votln, ia
Iowa, Jowe Journal of History ani politics, {{Il, p. 32.

5 Falrall, oo. cit., ». 65,




A

cratic convention. “hen Martin L. Flsher, civillan nominee
for the governorship declined the honor, the central commit-
tee named Tuttle as the Temocratiloc candidate.6

{eanwhile, the Revublicens geared themselves for
the coming election. st thelr nominating convention, they
guaranteed the soldier "continued encouragement and support,"
while pointing out that the Renublicans "approve of the \
ection of the General Assembly" in pesasing a law "glving our
brave soldiers in the fleld the opportunity to vote at our

elections...."

Like the Democrets, the Republicens nomlnated
a soldier-politiclan for the governorship. Vhen the conven-
tion reached a deadlock between the major cendidates, Colonel
William A. Stone, with one arm in a sling, appeared at the

éégvontlon and received the nominatlon.7

With election returns in, Republlcans could note
that thelr campalign to capture the soldier vote was success-
ful. The Iowa soldiers, properly impressed by "Copperhead
fire in the rear"” cast 16,000 votes for Colonel Stone as
compared with 3,000 for General Tuttle. Yet the Republicans
could also notice that the soldier vote had not determined

the election. Colonel 3tone had received a total of eighty

6 Ibld.' p. 64.

7 Ibid., p. 67; Gue, op. cit., vol. II, p. 95; Cyrenus
Cole, Iowa Through the Years, p. 302.




thousand to Tuttle's 56,000. Without the soldier vote the
Republican caendidete would still have been elected by a
majority of 16,000.8

When peace returned in 1865, Republican
politicilans, apparently of the opinion that little more
of pratical value could be gained in courting the soldier
vote, were willing to ignore the returning veterans as a
political unit. In the words of Robert Beath, Commander-
in-Chief of the G.A.R. in 1883:

The returning vetersns who desired to take an
ective part in politics in 1865-66, were looked upon
se..88 intruding upon a domain 1in which they had no
right to enter. They were expected to be satlstled
with the glories of their pest martial lifs, and
leave 'politlss' to those who bettsr understood
that science.

At any rate, the Republican platform of 1865 merely ex-
tended "grateful thanks" to the "brave citizen soldiery";
while but one soldier--ths 1lncumbent governor-- wes
nominated for State office on the Republican ticket.lo

The veterans, however, were not so easlly con-

vinced that their new position so low on the politlcal

totem pole was justified. oOn August 23, 1865, a body of

8 ralrall, op. git., ». 67; 3enton, op. 21it., n. 38.

9 Robegt Beath, History of the Jrand Army of the Republle,
v. 28,

10 Falra!l, op. cit., pp. 69=70.



veterans convened at Des Molnes with the purpose of
securing material recognition of their Civil War services.
Dwelling not on the sentimental glories and patriotism

"

of war, these soldliers declared thet those "...who have
faithfully served their country, in the army and navy of
the United States.... [havé] preference for all offices of
profit, honor or trust, either by appoilntment or other-

wise...."

roreshadowing the principles of the Grand Army

of the Republic that was to appear on the poliiiicel scene

& few months later, the soldiers' convention cherished

"with grateful remembrance, the memory of our desd soldiers,"
and promised that both sympathy and substantial assistance
would be tendered to the‘d;sablequyteran, the widow, and

the orphane. To insure its pledges to ths Iowa veterans,

the soldiers' convention drew up & platform incorporating

its demands, and nowminated e ticket of four veteruns to

oppose the Republicans in the cowing electiona.Il

ki —_— _
Democrats were beslids themselves in Joyful

anticlipation. llow wes the time to redeem themselves in
the minds of veterans and votlng friendsg of veterans. As
a metter of ract, the Democrsts held trelr conveutlion at
the same time &nd in the sewme clty &s hed the 3Joldlers'

Party. Accepting the soldiers' arguments, the Democrats

11 JIvid., p. 70-71, Gue, op. cit., vol. TII, p. 3.




hailed "with joy the return of these brave men from the
battlefield;" belleved that it was the "duty" of Iowa
citizens to distribute "civil honors and offices of the
State" to worthy veterans; and promised "fostering care
esssto the widows and orphans of those who dled in the
servigce of their country.”

For good measure the Democrats declined to make
any nominations, but resclved to give their full support to
the candidates of the 3oldiers' Party. The fact that
General Thomas H. Benton, candidate for Governor on the
Soldlers' ticket, hasd long been prominent in high Demooratic
circles did not detraot from Democratic willingness to
support tnis new political organization.12

In the Fall election veterzns expressed themselves
in tefms that Republicans could not misunderstand; the
electlon of 1865 helped shape the pattern of Iowa pollitics
untll the turn of the ceantury. A4Although the Republican
candldates defested the Joldler-Denocretic coaslition by
a mean 70,000 to 54,000 votes, 1t was obvious thust the
3oldier rYarty had chipped the Republicaen's uajority of
38,000 votes in 1863 to 16,000 in 1l¢65. Republican
politiclans could see that thelr Democratic opposition,

by champloning the veterans' case, hsd redeemed itself

12 rFairall, op. ¢it., p. 71=72; Gue, op. cit., p. 4.
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in the thilnking of Iowa's ex-soldlers. To worldly
Republican politicous 1t was not a pleasant experience
to oontemplate.l3

For Republican lecders the problem at hend was
two-fold: (1) how to neutralize in Lue future ithe effective=-
ness of en Iowa J0ldisrs' Periy or wny orgenizstion of
si.llser 11k in the szrvice of the Dewocrat iarty, sud,
(2) how to reinstste subtly within tne renlkis of Republicanism
those vetoeraus now alilgned with tns Opposition. 4 tallor-
nade answer wes &avelilable for i.nediste use. rrun the
anvils of Illinols politics there wes being forgsd a
soldlers' organizetion that bure closs reseablance to the
Iowa Soldiers' Party. The new orgenization, however, was
& handmaliden of the Republican Party.

Richard J. Oglesby, Governor of Illinois, and
John A. Logan, a prominent Illinols political-general, may
be regarded as the Founding Fathers of the Grend Army of
the Republic. Both men had been generals during the war,
had been wounded, were politicslly ambitious, and hoped to
realize thelr politlcal goals by obtaining the support of
Illinols veterans. From the minds of two other Illinois
veterans, Oxglesby and Logan fashioned the framework of the

G.A.R.; during the Civil war two close friende, Chaplain

13 Cole, op. git., p. 314; Fairall, op. cit., p. 72.




William J. Rutledge and Major B. F. Stephenson, had
concocted an idea for a Unlon of vost-war veterans.
Chaplain Rutledge would have organized veterans along
sentimental lines, dedicated to the noble principles of
"1liberty, ecuelity, fraternity, and sympsthy" with a
"soldiers' reunion every full moon.” The more earihy
Stephenson agreed with his comrade that a veterans'
organization should be founded, but insisted that "the
motivating forces of benevolence snd fraternity should be
tenpered with & cash of hepuvlican politics.”

uglesby and Logusn, while wholeheartedly sympathliz-
ing with 3tephenson's concept of a vetersns' society,
realized that Rutledge's 1deas were of vital importance.
With the Grand army "...professing benevolent purposes,
the partissn alms of tne G.A.R.'s leaders could be con-
cealed from popular view.' 30 while Logan travelled up
and down the 3tate of Illinois in the spring of 1866,
pleading for Orphan Homes and asking for leglslative support
in behslf of his senatorial candldaoy, 3tephenson and his
assoclates were drawing up the rough draft of the G.A.R.'s
ritual, principles, and coustitution in the offlices of
Cclonel John 3nyder, private secretary to Governor Oglesby.
By the end of 1866, the Illinols G.A.R. wes working for the

political interests of Logan and Oglesby.l4

14 Rulkotter, op. cit., pp. 63-97; Bsath, op. 8it., p. 35.
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In the meantine a smsll group of Davenport veter-
ans had banded together in the summar of 1665 and formed the
"0ld Joldlers' Assocliestion of Jcott County, Iowa," Like the
constitution of the G.i.R., “he oblects of t'ie "01d Soldiers'
As3ociation” were to nrovide assistance to the disebled
veatersns, widows, and orphens, and to cherish the memorles
of hy=yorne dﬂys.15 Wen, in the early sumuer of 1866, the
"01d 3o0ldisrs' Assoclation™ haard that the G.A.R. "was
gwaaping throurh Illinonis and Yisconsin, and plans were
being nade to eztond it to !linnesota, Indiana, and Ohio,"

the assoclistion muthorised Brigedler General Addison H.

Janders to viglt 3. fe 3

t

enhenson et 3uringfieid, Illinoils,

R

Jor the surpose Sf briaigineg tae assozistlion into the G.AR.
3andsrs' visit with Stephsnaon was frultful. On July 12,
1866, a charter was issusd by 3Stephenson to General Sanders
and nina other meamhers of the "0ld 3o0ldisrs' Assoclation,”
authorizing an JIowa Department of the 3.A.R. to be organised
at once. Twelvae Aays later the "Associlation" reorganized,
becomnlng Post Number 1, of ths Departuent of Iowa. 3anders,
who weas elacted Conuandar of both the post and department,
inmediately began to orzanize poasts throughout the State.

A Circular was sent to all parts of lowa, announcing that

15 Harry Downer, History of Jcott Zounty, vol. I, p. 660.
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the 3.A.R. "'like a prairie-fire...has ovorrun certain
states in the liorthwest and now thet fire is belng kindled

16 Bearing all orgenizatlion fees, 3anders trav-

in JTowe.
elled up and down the 3tate, exhorting Iowa veterzns to join
this benevolent organlzatlion, dedlcated to the relief of
widows, and orphans of veterenas. 30 successful was Sanders
that by 3epteaber, at least forty-five posts hed been

orgenlzed and the provislional department was put on a perma-

/
nent basis. In June, 1868, the Davenport Western 3oldiers S

Friend reported that 138 G.i.R. posts were functioning
in Iowa.l7
wWhile the G.A.R. malrntelned tuet it was exclusively

a fraternal snd charitable orgaenization, viewers of ths
politlocal scene oould readlily see¢ that the G.A.R. was an
organization of e declded politicel bent. At the very first
encenpment of the depertnent, held at Davenport in September,
18€6, Covmander Sanders, at the

«..8arnest request of the delegrtes, and agelinst

his 211d protest for such action...had ferried over

the river into Illinois, the whole unanimous body

to hear General Logan make a polliticul speech 1in

Rock Island. They were received with greet applause

end the Commander wesa invited to preside %g the
blg meeting. But this honor he dsclined.

16 Beath, op. cit., p. 553; Sanders quoted in Harry Downer,
History of Scott County, vol. II, p. 676.

17 Beath, op. cit., p. 553; Davenport Western 3oldiers
Friend, June 6, 1866.

18 Addison sSanders, quoted in Downer, History of Scott
County, vol. I, p. 676.



The Iowu delegates were dellghted with the
oratory of Logan. according Lo Colonel C. L. Godfrey,
Senior Vice Commender of the Iows Depertment, "...the ut-
most enthuslasm prevalled...and the speeoh...[ﬁaq] one of
the most elogueni...ever heard." The Iowa delagatlion was
assured by Logan of the Republican Farty's solicltude in
matters dear to the nearts of vetcrans.lg

By the spring of 1867, it was obvious that the

Grend Army would be & factor in Jowa politics. As early as

January, the editor of the Davenport Gezettse, uusling over

possible Republican candidetes for the coming gubernatcrial
@lection, decided thet Brigedler Genersl J. 3. [eake, was
"pre-ecalnently the aan for tus office." Iwake, 8 charter
menber of the Iows G.A.Re. had the political sdvantage of
having been & Zonfederate prisoner of war. Moreover, ln
Jeptember, 186€, Ceucral Leske hod repiaced Generul 3snders

as Coumender of the JTowa Departuent of the G.A.R.zo

19 lowa 3tate Regilster, (Des Moines), Jeptember 30, 1366.
Hereafter, this newspaper will be cited as: Jowz 3Jtate

Reglister.

20 Davenport Gazetts, January 2, 1867; Gue, op. cit., vol.
IV, pe. 165; Jacob Swisher, ”ue Iows Depnrtment of the
rand Army gg the Republic, p. 30.
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The Grand Army, however, was not willing to de-
pend on sympathetioc newspapers alone for the advancement of
- soldier causes. The Picket-Guard, officilal newspaper of
the G.A.R., had been established in January at Davenport
and by Pebruary was meking its demands known. Modestly
reminding the Republican Perty that Governor Stone owed his
“...0le0tion and re-election to the fact of his being a

soldier," the Pickst-Guard let it be known thet the next
21

governor of Iowa also "must be & soldler.” Hovever, the

Picket-Guard was not yet willing to reveal what comrade it

would prefer for the position.

Soon other high ranking soldlser-politiclans were
being mentioned as potential gubernatorisl material. Early
in April the comrades of the G.A.R. post of Anamosa formally
brought the name of thelr post commander, Brigadier General
William T. 3haw, before the public as a competitor for the

nomination.22

A few days leter, at the second G.A.R. en-
campment, Shaw's chances for the nomination were enhanced
wvhen the Grand Council of the G.Ai.R. &appointed him to succeed

General leake as Department commander.23

21 Elcket-Guard, quoted in Davenport gazette, February 6,

22 Anamosa Eureka, quoted in Davenport Gazette, April 24,
1867,

23 Davenport Demoorat, April 18, 1867.
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A third soldiser possibility for the governmorship
was Brigadler General James A. Willlamson who would decome
Commander of the G.A.R. in Jenuary, 1868.24 Colonel Samuel
ﬁerrill, another courede, let it be known that he too would

welcoue the nomination.25

For good measure gthe Newton post
of the G.A.R. publioly endorsed 1its commander, Major S. G.
dmith, for lieutenant governor. Although the G.A.R. may
not have been united in 1its cholce for a governor, it was
obvious that the Grand Army preferred Republican candidatesz.
By June, when the Republlcan State Convention met
at Des ifolnes, the Grand Army had declared its offiocial
cholce for the Republlioen governorship. At the doors of the

gonvention hall, representatives of the Picket-Guard dlstri-

buted over a thousand sheets of literature advising the
delegates why they should select comrade Merrill. Under the
chairuenshlp of General J. B. Leake, the sonvention proceedsd
to nominate Colonel Merrill on the sesond bellot over the
opposition of two "oivilian" candidstes and Generzl Williamson.
Both Genersl Shaw and General lsake wlithdrew thsir dandidsoles

before the convention.26

24 Dpavenport Gezette, April 17, 1867; Besth, op. cit., p. 554.

25 Davenport Gazette, April 17, 1867.

26 Davigport Gsz2ette, Sune 26, 1P67; Gue, op. cit., vol. III,
Pe .
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Although the Grand Army was at least partially
responsible for the nomination of Colonel Merrill, it was
not ocontent to rest on its laurels. Immediately after the
Democrats nominated Charles Mason for governor, the Piocket-
guard embarked on a course that was to characterize the
1867 gubernatorial campaign. Although Mason was fifty-
seven years old in 1861, the pPicket-Guard insisted that he

had remained home in order to harass the war effort behind
the lines. The fact that Mason attended VWest Point with
Jefferson Davis and Robert E. lee led the Plcket=~Guard to

believe that Mason had directed the "fire in the reard.
Contrasting Mason with Merrlill, the Picket-Guard left no

doubt where the G.A.R. 8tood with reference to the two

candidates:

Mason 1s an able traitor, a cowardly coward....
We don't believe he is honest and the record that
he has 18 black with desolation. How Aifferent
with Merrill-~thoroughly honest and upright; a
record sparkling with the Jewelry of noble deeds
and heroic sacrifices for his country and her ideas.
we shall adhere to him who but changes the stars
and stripes for the platform they represent, and
leads us as of 0ld into the thickest of the fight--
and 1f past success is an omen of the future, we
are on the road to a lUOO.lle%, overwvhelming
victory. Hurrsh for Merrill!

In the meantime flery editors of partisan news-
papers qulickly realized that the Grand Army was more than a

27 Egokot-euard. quoted in the Jows City Republican, July
' [ ]
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fraternal or charitable organization. Vhen the editor of

Iowa's leading Democratic paper, the Dubuque Herald, flatly

proclaimed that "little is known of the Grand Army of the
Republic save it 1is an organization in the hands of political
scoundrels, glittering in historic brass,” the Burlington
Hawkeye heatedly informed the public that when "...copper-
heads and rebels...assert popular liberty with bayonets

and villanous salt-petre...the Herald will learn more of

the Grand Army of the Ropublio."28 Again, when the Dubuque
Herald found occasion to brand the G.A.R. in uncomplimentary

terms, Edward Russell, editor of the Davenport Gazette,

sprang to the G.A.R.'s defense. Rather pointedly Russell
informed the Herald that "...everybody knows how the
Democracy attempted to galvanize itself...with a pure sol-
dier coating..." in the election of 1865, but now the Demo-
cratic Party was showing its true colors. "PFrom feeding
honey it has éome to throwing mud ."29

Whether the individual posts of the Grend Army

followed the lead of their organ, the Picket-Guard, in the

gubernatorial campaign 1s not recorded in the newspapers.

28 Dubuque Herald and Burlington Hawkeye, quoted in Iowa
City Republican, April 13, 1E67.

29 Davenport Gazette, June 5, 1867.
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However, the Ploket-Guard had drawn the lines within which

the campalign was to be fought. Catering to the militant
susceptivity of the Iowa voter Radical Republican newspapers

took up the Picket-Guard's ory and added one of their own.

Chiding the Democrats for falling to include a single
soldier on their ticket, Editor Brainard of the JIowa City

Republiocan concluded that his direst suspiclons were con-

firmeds "The Republican ticket represents loyalty and
freedom; the democratic ticket, rebels and slavery."30
On the eve of the election the Republicans made

the supreme effort for the soldier vote. Maintalning that
the whole campaign could be reduced to one issue, "Jhall
loyal men or rebels rule?" they shuddered to think what
would happen should unredeemed rebels elect their "true
and constant friend, Charles Mason." Only a patriotic and
loyal element could save the government from l[lason!

Svery man who would see the rebels triumph...

should vote for Charles liason...but every man who

would sustain the Boys 1in Blue who suffered and

sacrificed so nmuch, can only do so by votl % for
that gallant soldier, Colonel Sam Merrill.

30 Jowa City Republican, September 4, 1867.

867; Davenport Gazette, August 28, September 4,

31 éowa City Republican, August 14, Jeptember 4, October
[ 4
11, 16, 23, 30, 1867.




18

Radical Republicans could be highly gratified
with the results of the election. Comrade Merrill won
most handily with 27,000 votes to spare, as compared with
Governor 3tone's majority of 16,000 two years before. The
lesson taught them by the Democrats two years before had
been well learned. By extending generous sops in the
direction of the "soldier vote"; by nominating soldler
candidates for high politicel office; and by. "waving the
bloody shirt" thus rekindling the hatreds stemming from
the war, Republicans fastened onto a method of campalgning
that proved indestructible by their opponents. Strangely
enough, the Demoocrats played into the hands of the Republicans.
Rather than following up their technique of supporting
soldier candidates as they had in 1865, the Democrats pre-
ferred to put their faith in "civilian" candidates. By
contrast the Republlcens could self-righteously point to
the four soldiers on their ticket as an indlcation that
only Republicens were fitted for the protectlon of the ex-
soldier'.32

What role the Grand Army of the Republic played
in causing & trend toward the Democratic Party in 1865
to shift toward the Republicen in 1867 is Aifficult to

32 Fairell, op. oit., pp. T6-78.
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measure. Yet, although "almost every member of it wes a
republicen and the organization voted republlcan,"35 the
G.A+R. did not heve the numericel strength to elect, by
itself, Merrill over Mason. In January, 1868, three months
efter the gubernatorial election, only five thousand vet-

34 At a time, however,

erans were memnbers of the Grand Army.
when the activities of rebels and "Copperheasds” still were
fresh in the public mind, the type of political propoganda
issued by the Grand Army may have been the determining
factor in the election.

Although the original Iowa Department of the
G.A.R. had started with but ten charter members and one
post in July, 1866, and had spread over esstern and central
Iowa to include 139 posts in January, 1868, 1t was not
destined to long remein a political and social force in
Iowa soclety. At the annual encaupment held at Deavenport
in January, 1868, only eight posts of the 130 then chartered
were sufficiently interested to send delegates. The
Asslstznt Adjutant General rzported in August, 1869, that
"e..no general interest (1s] manifested by the posta of the
departuent." In January, 1870, it was reported that the

strength of ihe order did not exceed 500 niembers. The

33 Addison H. Sanders quoted in Downer, op. git., p. 676.

34 Department of Iowa, G.A.R., Proceedings, 1883, p. 10.
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following year National Headquarters ordered the Iowa
Department dlssolvod.35
Certainly a major reason for the decline of the
G.A.R. was 1its most active participation in both national
and state partisan politics. As early as January, 1868,
National authorities felt called upon to curtail Grand
Army political activities by inserting into the G.A.R.'s
constlitution & paragraph to the effect that in no way
should the Grand Army "use its influence...for partisan
purposes.” And, in the following year the National =ncamp=
ment offlclally ruled that absolutely "...no discussion
of partisan questions shall be permitted at any meeting
of the Grand Arumy of the Ropublic."36
Actlons, however, spcke louder than words. On
the national politicel front, men high in Grend Army
circles were covering over the G.A.R. with an oder most
offensive to the politiceael nostrils of ardent Jowa Demc-
crats. when John A. Logan, slready Commender-in-Chief of
the G.A.R., plunged the organization into the he=2rt of

the post-wer freces between President andrew Johnson and

35 1bid.; Heath, op. cit., p. 554. In the late sixties
and esrly seventies, the Grend Army in all sections
of' the country for one reason and another declined
almost to the point of non-existence. G3ee Beath, op.
cit., pp. B17, 524, 531, 54&, 563,

36 Ibid., pp. 45, 98; Frank H. Heck, The Civil war Veteran
in lMinnesota Life and Politics, pp. 238=39.
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his Secretary of War, Edwin Stanton, anything that Grand
Army comrades might say about the elevated, non-partisan
plane on which they moved could not be taken at face value
by a knowing pub110.37

Thus when the G.A.R. post at Davenport wired
Commander Logan in washington offering to send 250 muskets
to secure Stanton from the "treasonable designs" of President

Johnson, the Dsvenport Democrat, brasnded the organization

as a "Grand Army of Despotism, (..an orgenization that
has been telling us for two years that 1ts object was to
take care of widows end orphans of deceassed soldlers.”
Continuing in the same vein, the editor suggested that "it
has probably got them all taken cere of &and now wants to
make widows and orphans of thcse whc will not submlt to
gongresgsional usurpation."38 Whether the Grend Army pro-
claimed it was or wasn't in politics, most Iowa Democrets
no doubt regarded it as an organization that alght well
be dlsposed of.

There 1s some evidence that the comrades of the
G.A.R. had come to believe that their leadcrs were little

more then politicians who were using the organlzatlon as

37 Rulkotter, op. cit., p. 120-23; Beath, op. cit., p. 92-
24: HQOR. 220 Oit.. ppo 243-[60

38 Dpevenport Demoorat, March 5, 1868.
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& political machine to further thelir own ambltions. A
few deys before the Iowa Republican convention of 186§,
one comrade, although sympathlizing with the Republican
Party, hoped that the veterans who had served as privates
or non-commissioned officers, would be glven due eattention
when the nominsations for high office were parcelled out.
Explainlng that the vast majority of the comrades who had
gerved in the lower ranks were thrust aside by the "bre-
vetted gentlemen...who could be secured by the thousands
during the war,"” the comrede auggested that the G.A.R.
amirht dissolve unlecss the enllisted men were accorded more
substertial recognition by thelr leaders .o

Ce Augustus Havllend, editor of the Davenport

western 3Joldlers Friend and eernest supporter of the

Grand Army, elso took the leedership of the Grand Army to
task. Iliaviland, vho sent free cucnies of hls newspaper--

in vwhien he included information on how to secure govern-
nent bountles at cheap rates-- to every G.i.3s post in
Iowa, bitterly accused couanenders of various posts of keep-
ing the peper out of the hands of the members less 1t

g¢lve them too much information. Haviland conoluded that
many of the officlels were cleim agents who had organized

posts for thelr own pecullar purposes.4o

39 Davenport Gazette, June 16, 1869.

40 Devenport Western 3oldiers Friend, March 28, 1869.
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Perheps the attituda of the comrades themselves
caused & public reaction detrimental to the organization.
A8 "self-conatituted saviora" of the Unilon, somne comrades
developed the 1dea that veterans should be allowed to
coutrol elective and appointive offices as "& reward for
their wertige services". As early as June, 1867, e Marengo
comrade warned the G.A.R. members that & generous publle
would not allow itself to be pressed much farther. MNor
should it, declered the comrade. rour of the six 3tete
officials were veterans, whlle many of the county offlces
wers held by veterans elected by the voluntery expression
of the public.41

The ections taken by G.A.R. Post Number 3 of
Iowa City in directing the affairs of the local post
office i1llustretes the attltude of sone G.A.7. pembars.

In a petitlon signed by members of tune poat, Somrade =. A.
Lucas, rostumaster of Iuwa City, was eccused of not ablding
by the precepts of the J.i.Re According to the petition,
Comrade Lucas forced & fellow conrade out of tue aaployaent
of the post office by paying him the ilnadequete selary of
four hundred dollars & year. Reminding Lucas thet "the
GeA.R. cordielly aided you in getting the office...” the

post urged that Comrade Rodgers be reinstated in his former

41 Dpavenport Gazette, June 5, 1867.
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position "...with a reasonable increase in his o0ld

salary...."42

Agein when Iowa Citians falled to turn out in
sufficient numbers to make a financial success of a theatrl-
cal performance given by Post #3 to rulse money for the re-
lief of soldier orphans, the G.a.R. expressed 1its tempera-
ment by resolving:

Thet we wish our fellow citizens to understand
that when we ask them for contributions to our chari-
table funds...we demend it as & right, that they
should contribute to that fund.

And that before God they have no right to put
us aside with any excuse whatever.... In the days
when...their own persons were liable to the danger
of the draft...they were...eloquent in their pro-
mises...to the fanily of the soldier...should he
fell; and now that he has fallen, we, the Grand
Army of the Republic, simply demend the fulfillment
of that solemn covenant.... We shall steasdily press
upon their recollections...the covenants which were
80 eagerly made during the dark hours of the
Republic agd leave the answer of duty with their
own souls.

If the sentiments of other posts scattered over
the State were comparable to those expressed by the Iowa
City post, it is quite possible that a public antithesis
toward the orgenization was aroused. In the light of such

an ettitude perheaps it is not surprising that the first

42 post #3, lowa Department of the G.a.R., to Comrade
E. Ao Lucas, 1867, G.a.R. Letters, Jowa State Histori-
cal Soclety collection.

43 Jowa City State Press, April 3, 1867.
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Department of the Iowa Grand Army of the Republic, whioch
seemingly showed great promise for the future in 1866,

was a thing of the past by 1869.44

44 jevenport Gezette, June 30, 1l869; Iowe Stzte Reglster,
August 7, 1869, Beath _Ba 01t-. pr). 30 98'90'
Western Soldiers Frlenu, August 15, J.BbO, swisher,

op. cit., p. 28.




Chapter II
THE RESTORATION YEARS

Though the hictory of the oriliginal Grend Army
of the Republic in Iowa was both i1ll-feted and eshort-
lived, the 1dee of a union of veteruns lingered on.
Beglinning in 1872 Grand Lrmy officials on the netional
level initlated a program of planned encouragement cal-
culeted to rejuvenate interest in existing posts and to
promote the founding of new posts throughout the land.
Thus 1t was in 1572 that J. !{. Coldron of Iowa City
atteapted to form a provislional department with headquarters
in that city.' To convince Jowa veterans, however, that
the Grand Army had benefits to offer was not a job quickly
done. Two years later the Iowa dQepartrent included only
three posta and fifty-eilght members. In the meantime,
the Towa Clty post found 1tself unable to retain its
membershlp and was forced to dlssolve. At the sane time
the Comuandar-in-Chilef complained that he was unable to
learn that the Iowa department had m organized existence,
with the exception of Torrences pPost at Keokuk. 3y 1876
the departusnt palnfully had increased 1its strength by
one post and thirty-four meanbers. The latter geventies,

however, saw the sustalned efforts of Grand Army organizers



teke effect. Membership increesed from 119 in 1878 to
435 in 1879 - officers thereupon shifted the depertuent
from a provislonal besis to one that wae permarent.

Between 1880 and 1890 enlistments within the
ranks of the G...R. reached ever-upwerd: Februery, 1882,
70 posts and 1,300 members vere in good standing; aApril,
1883, 157 posts with 4,800 members in good standing; 4April,
1684, 16,500 members; in 1890, 435 Iowa post hells were
£1lled with 20,324 dues-paying courades. The tesk of
orgenlzing the Crand Army in Jowa wes completed. Hence-
forth depertment officlele pleced 1little velue upon efforts
to induce nore veterens to joln - the period after 1890
ves utillzed in concolidating the membership. 4t the close
of World Wer I, 5,201 comredes stilil were. besking in the
reflected menmorlies of the Wer of the Hebellion.2

The problea of eccounting for asuch an anazlng
restaratiorn of the Crend .irmy in Iowe sorlety ia one that
iz not enslily 3olved. Jerteinly tiwe influarce exerted
fron gbove Dy netional C.i.ll. 1eaderé st heve hied e good

derl of effect Iln encourz;ing the re-emevgen-e of the

1 Iowa Deperitment, Grend Army of tne [lepublic, Journal
of Proceedinga, 18€3, pp. 1Y, 13, 17; 1047, -, 106.

2 Departaent of Iowe, Journal, 1244, pn. L06-7; 1884,
p. 102; 1885, . 22,
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Grand Army not only in Iowa but also in every other
"Northern" 3tate of the Union. 1890, the year in which
the Grand Army in Iowa was most sucgeasful in terma of
membership, saw the national orgenizatlon of the G.A.R.,
400,489 members strong, starding on the threshold of
elmost unlinited power and strength.3

Paralleling the development of the Grand Army
of the Republic was the Grend Arny's relentless campalgn
for # Federal pension system that would financlelly sub-
sldlze nearly svery veteran in the Union. MNo doubt the
pegsage of the Arresrs of Pension Act of 1879 excited the
Iowe Veteran's interest in belonging to an organization
that would advznce his ecoromle vell-being. One cannot
avold noticing the close relatlonship between the upward
surging of G.A.2. meiibarship and the Grend Aray's mounting

clemor for univ:rnel penslons durlug the decade of the

elghtica, By the ssme token, once a astlafactory pension

pollcy wee aecured In the enrly ninstles the interest of
vetersns In Grond Arry actlvities sleckened, menbership
denlined recsnarly, el Grend aray influence on politics

and soclety raplicdly subsided. The lure of nossaible pensions
to te raellzed throush the Crend Army undoubtably was

reason enough to meny aa Iowe veteren to join the local

3 Department of Iowe, Journsl, 1948, pp. 106-7.
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Grand Army post.a

One should not assume, however, that all G.A.R.
members enrolled within the Iowa Department were exclusive-
ly interested in adding their mite to the pension campalgn.
Ad Jutent Generals and Inspector-Cenerals, both secretarial
offlcials in the hierarchy of leadership, forever complain-
ed about members who were shirking thelr responsibility
to participate in meetings. Despite their annual words of
encouragement set against & background of blue lamentatilons
almed at the consclence of a wayward or lak laity, depart-
ment officlals always were plagued with the task of whipping
up enthusiam in G.A.R. activities. In 1889 Department
Inapector Thomas Beaumont reported that nearly sixty percent

of the twenty thousand men in the Order failed to attend

4 In an effort to maintain the strength and influence of
Iowa posts Commander J. J. Yteadman, in 1892, urged
that a vigorous campelign be instituted to recruit new
menbers. Sald Commander Stesdman: "It 1s of vitel
importance to the Veterans of the State to enroll
thenselves et once as menbers of the Grand Army. Evi-
dence 1is multiplying on every hand to prove that the
enenies of the citlizen soldier...are waging en unrent-
less {slc]j contest upon every veteran who receives a
pension...." Desplie Stesdmen's alleged fears, member-
ship in the department dropped from 19,078 comrades
in 1892 to 17,658 in 1893. Department of Jowa, Jcurnal,
1893, p. 102; 1948, p. 106. For a development of this
argunent see chepter IV, "Peusions, the Breath of Life,"
in an M.A. thesls by Benton H. Wilcox, The Grand Army
of the Republic, (University of Nebraska), 1930; see
also: W. B. Glasson, Federal Military Pensions in the
United 3tates, pp. 1é2-95, 218,
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the Grand Army or with the advantages the Grand Army had

the regular post meetinga.s For that matter many Iowa

veterans felt in no way compelled to be assoclated with

to offer--pension, social, or fellowship. Of some thirty-
nine thousand Civil war veterans living in Jowa in 1886 |
more than twenty-two thousand preferred not to be members
of the Grand Army. Shortly after the turn of the century i\
only eleven thousand veterans of the twenty-five thousand
living in the State were comradea in the organization.6

In the attempt to arrive at an explanation of
the Grand Army's development within Iowa society one
should not discount the labors of local and state poli-
ticlians. Of the forty men who served as Commanders of
the Iowa Department between 1870 and 1918, at least
twenty-two held at one time or another some elective
public office; one served as Lieutenant Governor of Iowa,
another as Chief Justice of the Iowa 3upreme Court, and
at least nine others held electiva office in the locai

community.7

5 Department of Iowa, Journal, 1885, p. 22; 1886, p. 57;
1889, p. 40; 1892, pp. 22-23; 1894, pp. 18-20.

6 William L. Alexander, List of Ex-3o0ldiers, Sailors
and Marines Living in Iowa, 1886, p. viii; Census of
Iowa, 1905, pp. lxxiii-1lxxliv; Department of Iowa,
Joumal' 1948, PP 106-7.

7 Jecob 3Swisher, The Iowa Department of the Grand Army of
the Republic, pp. 58-114, passim; Department of Iowa,
Journal, 1948, pp. 106-7; County Historles too numerous
to cite were also consulted.




Obviously Grand Army leaders were unable to
urge openly that the orgenizations be patterned along
political lines for the benefit of any one politicel
party or for eny politicel group of men. Judgling, how-
ever, by the political activities engaged in by the
Grand Army renk end file hesded bty its Republicen leeders
in the elections of the sightles, one rust admit that
political motivation was a factor in the growth and de-
velopment of the Grand Army in Iowe. A leter chepter
desls more expansively with this toplec.

In his study of the !Minnesote Civil War veter-
ans, rrenk Heck edvences a reasonable suppositlon that
the remarkable growth of the Grand Army mey be attributed
partiaily to the veterans' desire for an "eacecpe" from
the hum-drum of everydey living in an "unimaginetive"
soclety. Thuc, "the elements of denger end adventure
in thelr froy experience may well heve become ircreasing-
ly satisfactory, in retrouspect, to men 1in thelr fortles
and fiftlies, who found themselves llving fundementazlly
dreb and unexclting lives es they followed the routine
of the farnm, the factory, or th2 store. 2o0ssibly the
Grand aray, with 1ts stirring encempments, parsdes, and
campfires, raminded men who found the present unheroic,

and not always even soclal, that in the past they hzd been

31
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heroes, or at any rate oomrades."8

Certainly the attractions of fellowship and a
"good time" offered by G.A.R. membership must have enticed
many veterans to the Grand Army. As fer as can be as-
certeined two of the first commanders of the reorganized
department, James C. Parrott of Keokuk and A. A. Perking
of Burlington, both merchants with no political ambitlions,
mentioned to potential comrades neither pensions nor
politics as reasons for joining the G.A.R. On the con-
trery, to allay any susplclon among potential comreades,
both commanders emphasized that political goals and party
ties were beyond the province of G.A.R. aotlvitlea.g

Consequently the earlier encampments of the
Grand Army were little more than small social getherings.
The department records for 1875 and 1876 show that nothing
more than "an oyster supper was served"” or "a repast wes
partaken of and the reneinder of the evening devoted to
socilal enjoyment." After the fourth annuel encampment,

the Burlington Hawkeye reported to its readers that the

"Grend Army of the Republic had a soclel meeting Saturdey

8 Frank Heck, The Civil War Veteran in Minnesota Life
and Politlcs, p. 24; Department of Iowa, Journal,
1BB2, pp. 78-79; 1886, 5' 45; 1891, p. 38; lowa State

Register, February 5, 1880; April 24, 1884; April B,

1850.

9 Department of Iowa, Journal, 1883, pp. 28-29; Iowa 3tate
Reglster, January 23, 1870.
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evening at Dr. Virgil's office" and "were handsomely

banquetted by Majlor A. A. Perkins, provisionel department

oommander."lo

By 1879 exuberant comrades were ready to expand
their encampment eotivities. Meeting at Des Moires on
the twenty-second of January, the fifth annual encempment
convened at 7:3C p.m. &and broke up in the amell hours of
the next morning. 1In the meantime, comrades conducted
offlclial business, llstened to as meny as ten speakers
unwind on subjects ranging from “The Loyal Wemen of the
war" to "A Review of the Battle of Shiloh," heard the
"Orphans Quartette" render innumerable selections, wit-
nessed four squad drills, adjournéd for dinner, and mana-

ged to get in a few hours of "promenading" before '"taps"

sounded at & a.m.l1

Beginning in the mld-eighties and extending
through the century, somne (Grend Aruy soclal activities

bore & fanily complexion. In 1683 the G.iA.Re. on the
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natlonal level took steps to organize the feminine relatives

and wives of Grand Army menmbers into a sister-auxliliary

soclety, the Women's Relief Corps. By the end of the year

10 Department of Iowa, Journal, 1883, pp. 19, 26;
Burlington Hawkeye, January 24, 1878.

11 Jowa State Reglister, January 24, 1879.
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8ix corps were operating in Iowa; in 1685 fifty-two corps
were auxiliaries to as many Jowa Grand Army posts; 8,616
W.R.C. members and 258 corps were reported for 1895.12
30 successful were the ladles in promoting G.A.R. interests
and in "getting out" their husbands to post meetings that
one G.A.R. Commander asked the department encampment to
enact a rule requiring each posat to orgenize a corps of
women. For one reason or another, however, the encampment
delegates failled to comply with the Commander's request..l3

Once the local W.R.C. was organized the ladles
generally met simultaneously with the men of the G.A.R.
Upon completion of their respective and separute business,
both the poat and corps meetings were adjourned and a
social hour of "campfiring" and recrestion followed. 3y
1695 the Jowa W.R.Z. had assumed outright the Grend Army's
task of ralsing noney to rellieve destitute comrzdes, veter-
ans, and veterans' famllies.l4

With the asaistance of the W.3.C., Grand Army

members expanded their progran of soclal entertalnment.

12 Department of Iowa, Journal, 1884, p. 87; 1885, p. 8€;
1895, rp. 7-9.

13 Department of Iowa, Journal, 1896, p. 16.

-

14 Department of Jowa, Journal, 1884, p. 37; 1885, p. 88;
1893, p. 47; 1894, p. 60. ’ ' '
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As a rule Washington's birthday provided an cccasion for
celebretion within the renks of the G.A.R. In 1882, the
Maxwell Post celebreted the revered occesion by treating
the community to an evening of dining end dancing. 3y
1889 the practice of so nonoring the first President was
80 cummon among Iowa posts that the Department Coamander
ordered all posts to arrange the "usual details" of their
campfires to celebrate the birthday of Washington.
Posts like that of Manning sponsored reunions
of vaterans, reunions complete with fried chicken, speeches,
sham battles, and free passes to county falrs; plays and
winstrels, with the cast drawn from the veteran and his
famlly, wera staged to ralse money for post furnishings,
charity, and incidental expenses; ple and lce creem suppers
were proaoted for no excuse other than enjoylng food, gossip,
and companionship.l5
To the G.A.R. member, however, the important
goclal activity of his orgenizetion ceme in early or mid-
sumnuer when the department held its ennuel State conventilon

or encaupnment. Grand Aruy conredes literally deserted

15 Jowa 3tate Register, November 5, 1879; February 24,
16825 4Lpril 23, September 4, 1E£65; Department of Iowa,
Journal, 1889, p. 133. A more adequate treestment of
(1eA+R. fellowship on the local level may be found in

}Ieck' 22. .g_i_t:c’ ppo 33"‘45.
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their local post halls and descended on the host city

for a two or three day session of holiday merry-maxing.

In 1892, for example, more than fifteen thousand of Iowa's

some twenty thousand G.4.R. members were guests of Des

Moines for the sixteenth annual encampment.16

At these encampments convening comrades regu-

larly were greeted in advance Ly effuslive newspsper

editors. Department officers and civic leaders were on

hand to extend the heartisst of welcomes,17 gigentie

parades were nmapped out, evening "campfires" of elaborate

entertainment were planned,l8 and politicians bloomed.19

Most of all, tne encampment provided its delegstes the

16 Iowa State Register, April 8, 1890.

17 Department of Iowa, Journal, 1885, pp. 4-8, 22-28;

18

188€, pp. 8-21; 1891, pp. %9, 46-48; 1893} pp. 6-18;
#'

1897, pp. 1-6, 1899, pp. 1-10, 88, 98, 104, 127; 1902,
pp. 13=24, 1A44-6€.

Department of Iowe, Journal, 1880, p. 139; 1904, p. 154;
1905, p. 31; Iowa State Register, February 5, 1880;
April &, 1883; April 6, 7, 8, 1790; Burlington Post,
April 13, 1889; Jowa City Republican, april, 1887;
Sedar Raplds Gazeite, lMay 20, 1903; Oskaloosa lerald,
May417, 1905; Des Moines Register and leader, June‘7,
1004,

Occaslonally such campfires produced a good deal
of excltement within the G...R. At the 1892 encamp-
ment, when Colonel D. B. Daily bluntly told his audi-
snce of Iowa veterans thnat nine of the twelve principal
battles of the Civil wWar were fought by the Army of the
Potomazs, the "western vetersns interrupted him with all
inds of epithete and the shouts of rivals made a
pandemonium." After the chalrman achieved a measure of
order, the undiplomatic Colonel Dally proceeded to break
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the opportunity to resnew friendships and to forget the
responsibilities awaiting back home; like a small boy
fingering a loose tooth comradss could zestfully remind
themselves of the days when they marched shoulder to
shoulder against a real enemy and suffered the "tortures
of’the damned” at, the handas of the Confederacy. The
offlolal busineass of the encampuent, to the great majority
of visiting G.A.R. members, was nerely incidental. With
no stretch of the imaginatlion it may be sald that the
G.A.R. Encampments were the "Granddaddiea" of later

American Legion Conventions. The pattern was aet .20

up the campfire by asserting that out of the forty-
five regiments that lost more thon 200 men, the Army
of the Potomac had forty-three, compared to the
weatern army's paltry two. Iows City Republican,
Hay 18, 1892; Iowa 3State Register, May 13, 1092.

19 Politicians of every rank and color flocked to the
annual sessions, In the earliar vears, the ancamp-
ments particularly welcomed such men as Senators
Williem Allison and James Wilson, and W. We. Belknap,
member of Preasident Grant's ill-famed cabinet. As
the years passad Johnathan Dolliver and Albert,
Cummins, neither & vetaran, were in great demand
as speakers at the Grand Ariy encamomenta. James
B. Weaver, & member of the Grand Army, &lso was &
favorite orator.

20 DNepartment of Yowa, Journal, 1886, n. 87. At the
annual encampment of 1886, one sympathetic membher
of the Women's Relief Jorps had an opportunity to
witness and record e scene among Grend Army comrades
that "...showed...dignity at a discount and justice
and Judgement bendlng beneath a load of froliking
humanity.



It was a general doing duty as a cavalry horse
for a captaln, and 'toting' him down the aisle.
Gravity succumbed and a general uproar followed.

As night grew apace a hunt was mede for overcoats,
to use for pillowa. One strong temperance man from
Des Moines could not find his, because he could not
find one with a bottle in it, and & genersl hunt en-
sued among the pockets for the lost bottle.... Al-
together the Grend Army boys strike you as a& band of
lovers, each seeming to feel they cannot do too much
for the other, and the way they find all mesnner of
gentle excuses to soften the rough exterior that is
sometimes exhihited among theair numbers is lovely to
behold." Jowa State Register, April 24, 1886,

38
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Chapter III
THE TANGIBLE GOAL3

The drand Army, 3ome twenty years following
the war, awoke to the realizetlon that many forner oom-
raedes-in-arms werec not fering so gencrously in teras of
econonics at the hands of Jowa soclety. F[or ssveral
yeers amembers of local G.A.R. posts sceattered iurough-
out the 3tate had falthfully essuied the fraternal and
charitable chore of supportling and financing thelr loss
fortunate conrades. By the mid-eigshtliecs, nowever, 1in
light of thne fact thiat Time would iucreasc tae nuaer of
indigent and feeble veterens, sentinent devslopud wlithin
post halls to the effect tuat sone other provisions
should be nede to ueet the needs of deserving couradeg,
Why should not these worthy veterans "be provided with
# home by the Government they risked Lhelr lives to save.”"
The 185 enceapment ordered the appolntment of & specisl
coalittee of eleven to dreft and present to the next
legislature & blll providing for en gppropriation of
"not less then one hundred thousand dollears" for the

. S

egteblishment of a soldiers' hoxe.

1 Department of Jowa, Journal, 1883, pp. 104, 126-27;
1884, p. 22; 1885, p. 22; 1686, p. 9h.



Under the leadership of A. M. Whaley in the
Senate and W. H. Redman in the House, both men members
of the G.A.R., the General Assembly responded to the
Grand Army's wishes wlth but six dissenting votes in the
House and unanimous consent in the Senate. The Legisla-
ture agreed to appropriate seventy-five thousand dollars
for the erection of the home and twenty-five thousand
dollars for its maintenance for the first year. On the
thirty-first of March, 1886, the bill became law.2

After the blll was signed, however, an unex-
pected dlrficulty arose in locating the home. The law
had provided that the House and 3enate should ballot in
Joint convention until the location of the home was de-
cided. Lobbylsts were at work. ho less than twenty-two
pat;iotic cities and towns offered free lend and other
entlcing benefits for the privilege of loceting the sold-
ler's home in twenty-two different ciltlies &nd towns.
After sitting for two days end balloting sixty-one times,
the Joint convention dlssdved, willing to wesh its hands

of the whole affair.3

2 Department of Jowa, Journsl, 1886, p. 9%; lLaws of Iowa,
1886, pp. 61=62.

3 Department of Iowa, Journgl, 1886, p. 9%; Journel of
the Iowa House of Representetiveas, 1886, pp. 209-6108.
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The Grand Army was disgusted; the Department
Commander urged the members of the G.A.R. to speak in
no uncertain terms. 3y the end of April the House and
Senate received a flood of some two hundred and fifty
petitions from irate comrades demanding that the location
of the home be determined at onsce. 3oon thereafter, a
bill was passed directing the governor to set up a ocom-
mission for the purrose of selecting a site for the Iowa
Soldiera' Home. By April, 1887, the Depertment Commander
reported to the annual encampment that the soldiers' home
at Marshalltown would open its docrs to dlsebled and de-
pendent ex-soldiers and sallors in the followln: Septembor.4

The satisfection realized in establishing e
soldiers' home merely served to stimulate further the
Grend army's drive to cere for its own at State expense.
Plans and s;ecificetions drawn up by veterens for hospital
facilities adJacent to the “~rshell town Soldiers' Home
were accepted and implemented by State‘authorltlea.
Approprietions were rsgulerly sought end granted to in-
prove and expend physical acconmodetions et the 3oldlers'
Home. At the request of the Grand Aruy, the Leglslcture

agreeded that residents of the Home should not be requlred

4  Department of Iowa, Journal, 1886, np. 52, 94; 1887,
pe 17; Laws of Jows, 1886, pe. 17; Journal of the Iows
House of Representetives, 1886, pp. 103-776, passim;
Journal of the Iowe S:nate, 1886, pp. 127-627, passiii.




to part with any portion of their Federal pensions for
the privilege of living on public funds. Moreover, family
dwelling units were erected on the Soldiers' Home grounds
where homeless veterans with wives might live out their
declining years in rest and comfort «2

For those veterans who oould not support them-

selves but refused to submit to the "indignities" of

living at the Marshalltown home, the Grand Army persuaded
the legislature to enact a second system of public rellef.
Thus, in 188 the Twenty-3econd Gonerél Assembly --made up
of fifty-six Civil Wer veterans and ninety-three non-veter-

ans~- authorigzed County Supervisors to set up a Soldiers

———

through local taxation, to indigent veterans outeide the

soldiers' home. In 1891, the Department Commender announced

that during the preceding year, seventy=-elght counties

distributed nearly ninety thousand dollers to needy veterans

and their fsmllles, thus partielly relleving the G.A.R.

posts from the Herculesn task of supporting thelir comrados.6
A third proposal for relief of a sort to veter-

ans who mlight in the foreseeable future become objects of

5 Department of Iowa, Journal, 1887, p. 102; 1891, p. 18;
1892, pp. 13-14, 65-88; €96, pp. 69-72; 1900, p. 21.

6 Department of Iowa, Journal, 1890, p. 20; 1891, p. 133;
laws of Iowa, 1888, pp. 140-141, Jowa Official Register,
m' PDoe 35-670 .




D S————

5

public charity was set forth officially in 1888 when

—

Commander Tuttle urged that G.A.R. comrades and votornqp

be given preference over non-veteresns. in securing employ-

ment in both State and Fesderal government positions.

Hesorting to the familar brief thet such consideration

had been faithfully earned, and therefore justly due, on
the fleld of civil conflict, the Grand Army soon advo-
cated that all veterans should receive prior treatment
in the matter of public employment sand political patro-
nage. It was not until the twentleth century, however,
that the G.A.R. was able to persuade the legislature
to see the matter through the eyas of the (Grand Army.
Pointing out that Presldent Theodore Roosevelt
hed in an executive order given qualified veterans of the
Civil wWer prefsrence in securing Federel positions, De-
pertment Coam&nder George letzer called upon the Legls-
lature to enact a slullar measure for Iowe in 1902.
™nelly, in 1904, a law was spreac on the books giving
quelified Iowae vetersns preference in public employment.
Coming so late in the productive years of the veterans'
lives the preferencse law was of little practical use to

aging gomrades .’

7 JIowa Stete Register, December 4, 1883; Department of
Iowa, Journal, s PP. 12-13; 1901, pp. 28=30;
1902, PDo. -22; 1904, Poe 1.
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Nevertheless, the Grend Army meant to retain
the recognition it so laboriously had ecquired. UWhen 1in
the case of Comrede C. H. Shaw versus the Councll of
Marshs lltown, the law was declared unconstitutional by
the Marshalltown District Court, the Grand Army carried
the case to the Iowa Supreme Court, where the District
Court's decision was reversed. Thus "the will of the
loyal people..." of Iowa had been upheld. The fact thsat
Comrade Cherles A. Clerk gretuitously donated hlas attorney
services to the defense of the Grand Army's cese before
the Court probably accounts for the department elescting
him commander in the following year. Clerk was the only
Denocrat to serve as commander of the G.A.R. in Iowa,.8

While obteining beneflclient leglslation for
living comredes the Grand Army &t tne same time wes
wringirg from the 3tete 8 system of public welfare that
subsldized the veteran'a wildow and orphan. 3tete legis-
lation fostered by the G.A.Re ®oven guaranteed the 1impov-
erlished comrade in decth & modest hezdatone and adequate
burial. And, through the efforts of the G.A.R., Jowa
Regimentsal battle flags of Clvil “ar vintege found a

final resting place in hermetically se=zled glass cases

& vDepartment of Iowa, Journegl, 1905, pp. 18-19; 1906,
pp ° 46-47 °
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in the rotundra of the Jowa capitol bullding. To the
tune of nearly two hundred thousand dollars an imposing
memorial shaft was erected on Stete House grounds 1in
nute testimonial of the sacrifices made and blood shed
by sons of Iowa in the fraternal strife. In 1902, the
G.A«Re secured from the legislsture another one hundred
and fifty thousand dollars to erect monuments at Vicks-
burg in honor of Jowa soldiers who partloipated in that
famous seige. "Imprisonment for a term of not to exceed
thirty deys, or a fine not to exceed twenty dollars"”

was the penelty meted out by & Grend Army-minded Jegis-
lature for persons illegally wearing the G.A.R. badge

or attempting to obtain under felge pretense any assistance
in the name of the G.A.R. Spurred on by two comrade-
legisletors the Generrl Assenbly agroede to finance the
compiletion of a Roster listing the mllitery data of
every living veteran 1n the 3tcte of Towe 2 Byﬂ}fﬁf\so
hesclthy a reanect did the Legisleture have for G.a.Re.
feelings tnat it egreed to turn over to t“e Grend ArTy

g - 412 e Rt SRR L AT ey A A AT

& room in the ocsepitol bullding to be used as peruanent
e T
hesdquarters for the G.A.R. depertnent. In 1694 the

—
Stete Legilslature set a bi-annual precedent when it saw

9 Laws of lowa, 1884, p. lg? 12€8, pp.6139.8172, Depart-
ment of Jowa, ournal 1869, pp. 21 93 1890, pp. 22
65, 75, T7-06; 1808 p. 12, 1665, po 165 1902, o 1he"



fit to appropriate fifteen hundred dollars for the
meintenance and furnishing of the room.lo

In general terms the Grend Army encountered
little Aifficulty in convinoing Iowe law-makers that
GeA.R. desires should necessarily be satisfied. Usually
legislators wers willing to bend over backwards in grant-
ing the Grsnd Army all it asked, and more. Only in those
situations where the members of the G.A.R. failed to
agree among themselves on the matters of leglslative
gonls did the successive legislatures, nearly ealways of
Republican persuasion and hesavily sprinkled with men af-
filiated with the G.A.R., prove obst,inato.l1

To the average G.A.R. menber and tc the depart-

ment organization, the Stete Lagislsture was of less

practicel value in reeslizing the Gr-nd Army's prinary

10 Department of Iowa, Journal, 1892, pp. 70-71; Journal
of the Iowe Senste, 180L, p. 323,

11 When the measurn celling for the furnishing of the
Grrnd Army's new hendqunrters ceme up before the
Senate, that body eovproved by a vote of 28 to 4. Two
of the four dlsssnters were Democrats, while one of
the two Republicans was Warren Garst, & member of the
Grnnd Armye Writing to & close friend, Comnender

"Phil" 3Schsller revesled his disapprovpl "Wes sorry
to see that our senastor Garst was one of the two
Republicans who voted agelnst it. I wrote him a
letter and made it very exnressive. I am now sorry
that I 4id not vote for his Democratic opponent; he
could not have done worse, and might heve done
better." Commander Philip 3challer to Adjutent
General A. L. Lecnard, March 5, 1894, G.A.Re. Papers.
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legislative objectives -- Federal pensions to all Cilvil
war veterana, dlisabled or no. As a matter of fact in
its sarlier years wnen mosat couruades still were in the
prime of menhood the Grand Army bothered itself only very
slightly with the subject. Although it wess in 1879 tnat

the proposal of Henry J. Cummings, an Iows congressman

and member of the Grand Army, was enacted into the famous
Arrears of Penslons Act, the Jowa department was not

———. e SR VORI
sufficlently interested to make any officiul comnents on

i # 7 P P tmane.

pensions untll 1862. Even then, tihe encampment merely
_ e

expressed its hope that Congress would not heed those
peoples who insisted that the Arrears Act should be wiped
off the statute books. A year later, although enough
interest had been kindled among Grand Army members to
warrant tne appointment of a standing committee on pensions,
the encempment delegates saw no point in demanding a
more liberal policy, but instead stamped their approval
on the Arrears Act of 1879.12

By 1882, however, James and Richard Clarkson,

co-editora of the lowa 3tate Register and politicsl dic-

tators of the Republlican machine in Iowa,l3 were telling

12 Departaent of Iowa, Journal, 1883, pp. 82, 104-F, 126;
Iowa State Reglister, March 1, 1882; william H. Glasson,
Federal :illlitary Pensions in tho United Jtates, p. 158.

13 Cyrenus Cole, Jowa Through the Yeara, pp. 416-17, 397.




the Grand Army that "Southern traltors” were agaln in
control at Weshington and were doing their level best

to deprive the disabled Iows veterans of thelir pltiful-
ly small penslons.14 A year later the Register,after
rolling out the editorisl red carpet to the G.A.R. en-
campment convening at DNes [{olnea, asserted thet the
"penaion Roll i1s the Republic's Honor Roll," held that
the government'’s first duty was to reward its saviors,
"even should 1t ...tcke the last cent of money from its
deep coffers, and compel the levy of more tax still to
pay it...." HMNor did the Clarkson brothers eek the G.A.R.
to lead where the Register would not follow. The Register
demanded thet every veteran of the Union Army over fifty
years old be pensioned for his aservices. The Grand Army

enceapment was deeply gretifled with such en "able article”

snd tendered its "sincere thenks" to the Jowa 3tate Reg-
ister. Thouga the department did not lunedistely eccept
the Resplster's arguments, it wes soon to stand hsnd in
hand with the paper in the mstter ol penslons, &nd the
neglstsr nopad in matters poLitical.lS

pour ysears hefore the Iowa dcpartaent went on

14 Iowe 3tets Register, Pebrusry 23, 1882.

15 Iowa 3tste Register, April 4, 1883; Departuent of Towa,
Journal, 18853, p. 129.



&
record as favoring any pensilon revislon upward, &n JIowa

Leglislature passed a resolution dlrootlng Iowa Gongronamon

to use their best orrorts to repcal tho Arrears Aot amend-

ment” that limited arrears penalons to applicants who filed

e, o e

their ¢laime prior to July, 1880.16

e ————

st sy er

Rarly in tha oightios,

the Grend Army on the netionsl level made ready to secure
pension refora. As early as 1881, represcntativeas of the
G.A.R. were authorlzed to facllitate libersl pznsion ad-
ministration in washington. Beginning in 1€83, a standing
commlttee of five, known es the Committee on Pensions, was
annually appointed by the Commander-in-Chief to press pen-
slon leglslstion on the United States Congreaa.17

Very shortly t.aercafter the JIowa dspartment of
the G.A.R. reconsidered by swiingling into step with the
natlonal policy of demcnding more and better pansionss
In April, 1884, tne encr.ipment asked thet Congress reyeal
the arrears limltetlion end extend a pension to evary "...
last veterzn until he hes besn placed beneath the sod.”
3y 1885, so ardent and foreeful were Iowa Greond Army de-

mands for a more liberal pension progrsm, that Governor

larrsbee, in his 1nauiural addresa, asked that the ifederal

16 lawa of Jows, 1880, p. 183; william H. Glasson,
_O_Eo Git., ppo 172' 173.

17 Glasson, op. clt., p. 186.




government Ao justice to "...oevery soldier and sailor
vho staked his life for the preservation of the Unlon."18
At the encanmprent of 1886, however, the Depart-
ment ZJommander edvised the delegates that undue agitation
fcr an extreme pension system would turn public and con-
gressional opinion againot the Grand Army with the result
that nothing would be gained. Rather, seld Comiender
Manning, the Iowes department should adopt the nore sensible
policy of the National Pension Committee: "...to only ask
for what they think they can get, and as fost as they get
what they ask for, to apply for something else.” The en-
campmant took heed. Accordlingly, the Commander was in-
structed to telegraph Conmrade J. 3. 3Jtruble, Iouws Congress-
man, to work for the passege of eny penslion measure that
the G.A.Re Comulttee on Pensions might deen wiae.lg
Ny February, 1887, 1t looked like the Grund Army's
fondest dreams had coae true. Congress hnd passed a Se-
pendsnt Penslon B1ll that would grant o penslon to veterans
who were mentrlly or ohyslenlly dlsabled, provided they were
dependent on deily labor for a livellhood. When Presildent
Slevalend vetoed tie measure, the bottom of ths G.sa.Re

world seemlngly dropped out.20

1€ Department of Iowa, Journsl, 1884, p. 23; Jowa 3Jtate
Reglster, January 15, 18EG.

19 Department of Iowa, Journal, 1886, pp. 50, 1ll4,.
20 Glssson, op. cit., pp. 208-217.
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"G. Cleveland, late of Buffalo," came in for a
good deal of abuse at the department's annual encampment
of 1887. Denying that they were "pension grabbers, troazi;
sury raiders, or thc scum of the eerth," and asserting
that they were "the peers of any...men on earth,” the G.A.R.
delegstes believed thot they were the vioctims of the "...
condensed venom of twenty years of suppressed treason and
disloyalty." Zelieving thot "God could not forgive a
Nation guilty of such ingretitude,” the encsmnment express-
sd its "emphatic Almsepprobction of President Clevelsnd's
vato of the Dependent Pension Bi11."21

But however disagresabls the actinn of Cleveland
may have been to the J.A.R., it was able to do little more
than protest. Not until 1890, two years after the defeat

\\
of President Cleveland in 1888--z defent which tha Iowa

T—
Grend’ﬂ?a} undoubtedly helped to effect--22 was the G.A.R.

vindlocated by the passage of a pension law similar to the
one vatoad in 1887.23
After the psssrge of tha NDependent Pension Act of

1800, Department Comaander Mason *ilis, suggested that the

21 Department of Iowa, Journal, 1887, pp. 15, 20-21, 91-102;
Jowa Git Regublicpn, April 27, 1h97: Jowa State Reglster,
April 7o

22 Donald L. McMurry, "The Soldier Vote in Iowa in the
Election of 1888," Iows Jourmal of History and Politics,

vol. 18, pp. 335-356.

23 Glesson, op. cit., pp. 231=-36.
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time had come when the Grand Army, as & body "...should
no longer pass resolutions making sweeping demands...and
charging Congress and the people are negleoting us." With
the government grenting a monthly check to the veteran's
widow, to the dependent perents of decessed veterans, and
to all honorably discharged veterans "suffering” from men-
tal or physical disability incapsacitating them from manual
labor to earn & living, the Grand Army's former position
wes no longer tenable.24
Commander Mills probably schoed the sentiments
of his départment. Enocsmpments after 1890 busied them~
selves with matters that commanded more interest. Now

and then a skepticsl comrade thought he detected the

"damnable work of the spy and confederate in the pension

bureau," but with 37,934 Iowa pensioners receiving a total
of 35,594,059 from a greteful government in 1895, the

Iowa departument did not believe thst sny "further demands

could be reasonably sustained.'®>

24 Dpepartment of Iowa, Journal, 1891, p. 15.

25 Department of Iowa, Journal, 193, pp. 12, 102; 1896,
np. 28-30; Jowa Official Register, 1896, p. 126.




Chapter 1V
THE GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC IN IOWA POLITICS

After 1ts reorganization in 1872 until the
mid~eighties when the G.A.R. felt the need to pronote
politicel leglislation in the interest of veterans, the
Towa Grand Army generally remalned aloof from partisan

politics. During the late seventles and easrly elghtles,

G.A.R. officials constantly announced for all to hear

that the Grand A st and foremost a fraternal

S

and social organization. By 1879 retiring Commander
M
Ae. Ae. Porkins expressed the opinion that the newly or-

ganized department had conducted itself in such a manner
that no longer was the G.A.R. subjected to the usual
sccusations of political prejudice. Not only were Repub-
lican veterans Joining the order but also great numbers
of Greenbackers and Democrats were enllsting in the

—

Grand Army. Properly qualified veterans of a1l political
e e

hues were welcome to seek haven and solace under the

ausplcee of the G.A.R., sald Commander Perkins.1

53

1 Departient of Iowa, Journal, 1883, pp. 28, 41; Jowa
State Reglster, January 24, 1£79.
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When in 1879 the Grand Army escorted ex-
President Grant across the State, the pleasant feature
surrounding the occaslion was that both Republican and
Democrat comrades participated in Grant's reception.

The only fault that the Iowa State Register, could find

with the Grand Army's reception of Grent at Albia, was
that Colonel Peter Ballingell, who had decorsted that
city for the occasion, was a promninent Democrat.2
By 1883 the G.A.R. waas assuring ltself of a
position of consequence in Iowa. From a memberahip of
3,818 in 1882, G.A.R. numerical strength soared to

i
11,001 in 1883, Although Commander George Hogin profess-

;Erto believ;.that the new comrades had Joined for the
"pleasure of association," he nevertheless advised the
encampmnent to select 1its officers vith care. warnlng
that politiclans, who aspired for "positions for the
honor they confer,” would use the G.A.R. for pertisan
purposeas, Commender Hogln hoped the G.A.R. would not re-
peat 1its mistakes of the slxties.3

Commandab Hogin had ceuse for anxiety. There
could be 1little doubt that the editors of the Iowe 3tate

Register hoped that the G.4A.Re would again align itself

2 Department of Iows, Journal, 1883, p. 50; lowa State
Register, November 6, 1H79.

3 Depargment of Iowa, Journsl, 1883, pp. 104, 106; 1948,
polO.
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with the Republican Party. As early as 1880, editors
James and Richard Clarkson - the latter, a veteran,
who had seen to it that he was a charter member of
Crocker Post #124 - had appesled to the infaut G.A.R.
to support James Garfileld in the presidential election
of 1880.° At the 1681 encampment, Governor John H. Gear
hsd broken the G.A.R. rules.by making & semi-political
speech before the G.A.R. delegatea.6

No doubt Commander Hogin saw partisan slements
afoot within the 1883 encumpuent itself. The encampment

went on record as endorsing the Jowa Stute Register as

a true friend of the G.A.R.; it was a newspaper that
would fight for the "boys in Blue" when the chips were
down. At the same encsmpment, the delegntes elected
John B. Cooke - &n ex-carpetbag senator of the Morth
Carolina lsglalature7 - to the high office of Department

Commander. During Cooke's administration the Iowa Depart-

4 Johnson Brigham, Des Moines, Vol I, p. 380.

5 Iowa State Reglister, June 2, 11, 1880.

6 Jowe State Register, Junusry 29, 1881.

7 Jacob Swisher, The Iowa Departament of the Grand Army
of the Republic, p. 71.




went of the Grand Army unofficlally entered the for-

bildden garden of p011t108.8
Aware of its ever-increasing position of im-

portance the G.A.R. membership displayed its wants

before the eyes of Iowa cltlzens and lawmakers. i/hen

3,546 conrades, representing ninety-four posts, drew 1§?gk{

e r—

up petitions asking Congre te 160 acres of land

' t0 every veteran, Department Commander Cooke, & Republican
‘(______‘-__.—-—-'
Iowa legislature, and the Democrat party, resolved that

Congress should accede to the "just" demands of tus Iowa

G.A.R.g

Although the desired lsnd laws were never se-

cured, the Grand Arny was certaln that politiclens would

respond with rapt attentlion whenever the G.A.R. murinured.
In 1884, the Grand Army took time out from

its fraternal aoglvities to call for the eunactment of

several politlicel messuresa. In addition to tune reqguest

for land legislation, the 1684 encasmpment asksed for a
LUt enceap

Sg}glers' Home; for the reopeal of the limitations on

the Arrears of Pensions Act; and for a service pension

to all honorably dlscharged veterans.lo

8 Department of Iowa, Journal, 1883, pp. 129-130.

9 Department of Iowa, Journal, 1884, pp. 23=24, 37;
Burlington Hawkeﬁe, May 1, 1884; Lews of Iowa, 1884,
Laws of Iows, L » PPe 232=233.

10 Department of Iowa, Journal, 1884, pp. 22-23.
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Politiclans sat up and took notice.

At the State Repudlican convention of 1885,
no less than three prominent G.A.}. men hoped to capture
the prize gubernatorial nomination, ostensibly to facil-
itate the passage of the Grand Army's legislative program.
Generel Josiah Gliven, later to become Department Commmnder,
found that his support for the nomination was negligible
and withdrew from the rece at the last minute; Captain
Albert Head, G.A.R. spokesman in the legislaturs, had
little support; but Capteln J. A. T. Hull, having the
support of the Grand Army Advoocate, official G.A.R. ég;‘”“/

newspéper,ll mede a strong bild for the nomination. Nom-

inated by W. T. Wilklnson, editor of the Grand Army

Advocate, Hull waa(supported by A. 4. Anderson, J. He.

Rumple, D. B. Henderson, Georsgs D. Perkins, Josaoh

3weney, and Issac Struble, all G.A.R. men vho vere or

would be Iowa Gongressmen.12
Although a non-veteran, William Jarrebes, who

wag supported by the Clarkson's, won the nominatilon, Lﬁgg(/

the soldler element was placsted when the convention

nominated Hull for Lieutenant governor, and John Akers,

i
another member of the Grand Army for state superintendent

11 Department of Iowa, Journal, 1883, p. 129.
12 Jowa State Register, august 2, 28, 1885.
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of education. Then, too, the convention adopted a
o ——— .
pletform exclusively designed for the veteren. The

3outhern "Rebels" were chastized for depr he

Negro of the bellot; President Cleveland was scolded

f;;—;;;;;IEENG;IBH—EBTET;;; from public employmentj

a high tariff wes called for so that the veteran might tgfz <

receive a pension, &nd "...the action of the Grend Army

of the Republic...askling that the leglslature...make

sn appropriation for the establishment...of & hoae for

disabled volunteer soldiers and sailors..." was heartily

endorsod.13
In the following campaign, the Civil Wwar was

made the maln issue. The sixtles returned. Democrats

p——————

were cast as soldler haters becasuse no vateran was

<=

repreasnted on the Democrat ticket., a8 contrsated with

William Larrabee, who had "reluctently” remained at

home durlng the Civil War because he was blird in one

ey®, Charles Whiting, the Demoorat gubernetoriel candi-
P ] =
date, was portrayed as a slave ownsr #nd Copparhend
]
who was doing hls best to destroy the veterrn. F&ven

the Grend Army Advocate did grass root work for the

patriotic larrabee, while General James (Geddes told

sssembled comrades that the "bloody shirt" method of

13 Iowa State Regpister, august 28, 29, 1885,
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campaigning was necessary to defeet "traltors" and
insure uaterial recognition of Grand Army demands.l4
Although the Grand Army, as an orgenizatlon,
never publicly nominated nor officially endorsed a
political cendidate, there is little doudbt that mem-
bers of the organization were instrumental in defeating
the Demoorat ticket in 1885. 1In the October elactlons
larrabee's majority over Whiting amounted to less

than seven thousand votes. It 1s probably not too
much to say thst the giﬂ;a,_uaa‘the determining fastor.

The ballote of leas than forty percent of the G.A.R.
members were enough to account for larrabee's winning
margln.15

Innediately after the slection the editor of

the Jowa City Stete Preass pontificeted thst while the

Ge.A+R. conteined many comrasdes eble to think for theq-

selves, the organlzatlon, as & whole, was manipulatad

in the interests of the Republlican Party.16

14 JIowa State Register, August 20, October 1, 1E85;
grand Army Advocete, quoted in Iowe Stete Reqister,
3eptember 6, 1885; Iowa City 3tate Press, October
14, 21, 1885,

15 Iows Officiel Register, 1866, p. £9. G.hR. records
show that 17,371 vaterens were members of the G...Re
in 1885, Department of Iowa, Journal, 1948, p. 160C.

16 Iowa Clity 3trte Presa, October 21, 1085,




Certainly the political fortunes of the
Republicen Party were on the wane in 1885. Only two
yoars before, with little, if any, politicel ald from
the newly organized Grand Army of the Repudlioc, the
Republicans swept into office by a majority of twenty

thousand votes. In 1885, however, farmer discontent
M_‘_'- ek

2 . et

with the conservetive sconomiloc poliolea “of the leaders

of the Republicans and the Iowa-German voters disgust
,”"“u‘ RTINS Y —_ e N ——

with & recently enaoted Prohibition law nearly cost

.. e p— a2 s 5

the Ropublicens the electlon.17 Only by appeeling to

the "soldler-vote" through the Grend Army of the

Republic was the Republican Party able to stave off
P X

i, I AVIRIIERE S Y
" ——— -, -

%:fgpt. Hiad not President Clevelend vetoed the Dependent
Pension RBill, Jowe Republicans would very probably
have net defeat in the gubsrnetorial election of 18&7.

At the Grand Arny encaspnment of 1887 thre
G.A.R. delegates were in an extremely bitter nood.
Altboggh the Rulee and Regulations of the organization
denled the G.A.R. the pleasure of officially denouncing

the Pmsident,l8 nothing could prevert the conrades from

17 Benjamin Gue, History of Iowa, Vol III, p. 127, 135;
Edgar Harlan, A Narrative History of the People of

18 Rules and Regulations for the Government of the Grand
Army of the Republic, p. 31.
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airing their views at the department campfires. There
Cleveland's record of "egotism, arrogance, cold sympathy
and unfeeling pity" was put to the acid test.r® The
members of the Woman's Rellef Corps, unhempered by any
self-imposed political restrictions, were able to express
thelir views in undllutodlfaahlon. At thelir encampment,
held in conJjunction with the Grand Army engsmpment, the

ladiee off'icielly thanked "...the Iowa Stnte Register...

for the defense of the old soldlers...." So angered

was the W.R.C. with President Cleveland thai the orgenization
resolved thet 1t uttered its "...deep loathing and con-

tempt for the men who...80 prostituted the high offices

of Preslident: and Commaendeir of the Army end Lavy of the

Unlted States ln deference to the Rebel elenent thet

largely controle his administration.” And although

members of the W.R.C. were &hable to vote, they further
resolved "that in the coming campalgns of LE7 and 1&88,"
they would use their "...best endeevors to defest for

office all enemies of the old veterens,..:"zo
Shortly after the encempments, Department

Commander James A. Tuttle wiped out any doubts that at
least the leadership of the G.A.R. wes working hand in

19 Jows Jtate Register, April 20, 1887.

20 Waukon gtandard, April 28, 1887.
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hand with the Republican Perty. In June Commander
Tuttle Journeyed to St. Louls to prepare accouodstions
for Iowa delegetes wno would partilcipste in the C.A.R.
Yational Encempment et that city in 3eptember. .iuch
to nis surprise and chagrin, Commsnder Tuttle dlséovered
that earrsngements had been made for President Claveland
to review the National Encampment parsde 1n the fell of
the year. Chsrging tiat the invitatlcn was extended
by Democrrt meubers of the G.A.R. for the ornery purpose
of insulting the Grend Army Republiicans, Tuttle declasred
that should President Clevelsnd thrust himself on the
Nationel Encempnent, the Jowa Gea.Re "...would abandon
the wsncsegpment soonsr than in any wey do honor for hia."21
“xplainine that "vwe have Faced tis Jemocrecy velore in
goiid rernks when they were behind guns,’" Tuttle prowmised
thet "we cen fece them rnow, worn tnly atteanpt to subvert
the purpusde of our orgenlzation."@2

A Tow drys later Tuttle sgnin hed the opportunlty
to express the Iowas GrondAray's disoleasure of t.a Clsve-
land saninistration. When Clevelana oroposed thrt Lue
five hundred Uniorn &nd Confederate flris stured In tuse

parret of tie “ar 0Of'fice be returned to tie 3tntes tnat

- ——— ¢« ch— ot i

21 Iowe 3tats Recieter, June 5, 1807,

22 New York Tribune, June %, 1887, quoted in iisrie
Rul¥otter, op. clt., soe chapters VIII eand IX.
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ocarried them in battle, Commander Tuttle ocalled on
Governor larrabee to protest agalnst the surrender of
any "rebel” flags captured by Iowa soldiers. Governor
larrsbee, who was standing for re-slection, accordingly
wired a vigorcus protest to Cleveland announcing that
the 3tate of Iowa would use every legal meane at hand
to prevent the return of the battle flags to the
Oonrodaraoy.23
Republican politicians were quick to fan the
renewed bitterness and enmity resulting from the G.A.R.'s
controversy with the Presidsnt. Here was an opportunity
to redeem political fortunes slmost lost two years before.
At the Republiocan convention of 1887, the temporsry
cheirman, struck the theme of the coming electlion: pensions

24

and a proteative tarirf. Once ageain the Party indicted

the South for denying the suffrage to the Megro. Omce (‘X% ]

/__——\/—"_
agoain tue President was acocused of removing old soldiers

from the Federal employment rolls; Cleveland - he who
M

had shunned military service - now vetoed pension Bills

—
for those who so0 valorously had defended the lnlon.

Morsover, the convention devoted two complete sections

of ite platform to accusing Cleveland of attempting

23 Iowa State Register, June 16, 1887.

24 Iowa 3tate Regilster, August 25, 26, 1887.
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”.;.to reverse the verdict of the war by the surrender
of the rebel battle flags,” and pralsing Governor
larrabee for his protest in behalf of Iowa ageinst such
treasonable aot..es Certainly the Demoorats were at a
great disadvantage in the approeching election.

Yet apparently not all members of the G.A.R.
were willling to follow vhere Commender Tuttle led. At
Jes }oines & few members of the J.A.R. convened to ex-
press tnelr denunciation of Tuttle; to repudiate the
"Republican G.A.R.," and to promise that a new Grend
Army of the Republic limited to Democrat veterans

26

would be formed. Although the "Democrat G.A.R." did

not materislize, there was little-zgubt that Tuttie's

belligerent stand ageinst the Democrccy caused 8 good

deal of dissension within the renks of Iows comrsades,

The Grend Army Journsl for 1887 showed that over two

thousand members of the orgenizetion ellowed thema=2lves

to be suspended from participation in Crand Aray functlons.27
To make the best of & bad situation, Democrats

endeavored to deepen the split in the G.A.R. by un-

earthing the mlilitary record of Commander Tuttle.

25 Jowa City Stete Press, August 31, 1887.

26 Des Molnes lLeeder, July 16, 1887,

27 Department of Iowa, Journal, 1887, p. 4l.
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Democrats broadcast that "in the spring of 1864
General Tuttle had resigned from the army under a
cloud of complicity in attempts to blackmail a
Southern planter."” At their convention the Democrats
made the supreme effort to apqg:} to _the old soldlers

anomlnating Thomas Jefferson Anderson, & member of
/-f _”‘W‘
the G.A.R., for governor. During the campaign,

Anderson did his best to nullify the Republican argu-
ments. Although the Democrat platform upheld Cleveland's
veto of the Pension Bill, Anderson repeatedly told his
audiences that "...the time has come when every soldier
who honestly aerved his country...should receive a

ponslon...."29 Even the Jows City State Press attempted

28 Rulkotter, op. cit., chapters VIII snd IX; Nation,
XLV, Auguat_g, 1887, p. 82. John Irish, Democrat
polltician and eratwhlle editor of the Jowa City
State Press, condemned Tuttle as a vacllating
politician who was attempting to win the G.A.R.
over to the Republicen ticket in the coming election:
"Tuttle went into the army from Van Buren county,

& democrat. We ran him as a democratic candidate
for governor when he was in the service to show
our union sentiment. The republicens charged him
with using hils militery position to stesl cotton
and with selling passes for }50 each, andwe awented
the colors of our undershirts out through our coats
defending him. He left the army a democrat and he
and I were democratic members of the Jowa legisla-
ture together as late as 1872....For him to talk
now about, the democrats he shot during the war is
so rich as to be indigestible...."” Jowa City State
Press, June 22, 1887.

29 Jowa City State Press, October 5, 12, 1887.
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to reverse former Republican campaign procedures
by pointing out that T. J. Anderson had been at the
front during the Civil war, while William Larrabee
remained at home'as a bank preaidont.’o
But all such Democratic efforts to win the
"patriotic vote" were in vain. Governor lLarrabese and
other Republican ocandidates were swept into office
with & majority of sixteen thousend votes compared
i with a majority of seven thouaand two years before.
Although it ias impoasible to determine with accuracy
which way the members of the G.A.R. voted, it 1s
quite probable that they again saved the Republican
Party from defeat. Although two thousand Grand Army
members, presumedly Demacrats, had withdrawn from the
G.A.Re. during 1887, over fifteen thousand members re-
mained in good atanding. If the dlapleasure expreased
by the department encaipment delegates and Commander
Tuttle against the Demorcrests was shared by those
members remaining in the G.A.R., 1t 18 not too much to
say that the Grand Army re-elected Governor Larrabee.31

It was to be expected that in the guber-

30 Jowe City State Press, September 28, 1887.

31 Department of Iowa, gournal, 1887, p. 41; Iowa
Officlal Register, 1 » Pe 139.




balance of thearmy had followed his example?”
Republicans compared their ticket headed by Captain
Hutchison with the "Democratic-Bourbon-GCopperhead"
ticket "without & soldier on it" and concluded that
“all the special fighting the Demoorats are doing is
against solder ocandidates." FEven the Grand Army
Advooate hoped “...that every soldier in the 3State

in the coming ocontest..." would be able once more "to
get to the front" and support comrsde Hutchison.>®
Yet the old-time appealas to the soldier

vote in 1889 were outmoded. Twenty-four years had

glipped by since the Boy; in Blue encountered the

Boys in Grey. Moreover, the outstanding lssue of the

campaign was not pensionsa. The ?:Eggzigg“nadmplgdged

themselves to replace the Republicen enacted Prohibition

Law of 1885 with a loocal option license law. With

election returns in, Iowa found that it had elected its

first Democrat governor since 1lf50. Tven a Republican
ticket headed by a member of the Grund Army of the
Republic was unable to defeat a non-veteran who pro-

mlsed to repeal A Prohibition Act. No longer did the

34 Qedar Rapids Standard, September 12, 1889; Jowa
tate Register, November 3, 4, 5, 1@89; grand Arm
vocate quoted in Jowa Stete Register, November 3,
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Grand Army hold the balance of political power in Jowa
p011t10l.35

———— Pefrasuig
R T
S T

M\M
& factor in Jowa politics. The passage of ths Dependent

. /—‘-\\F‘“"’“— =
Penslon Blll of 1890 left the G.A.R. with no major ex-

— st .
cuse for indulging in political action. Republicans

no longer were able to locate a Grend Arﬁy canker to
soothej Democrats no longer found it necessary to ostra-
size themselves from the good grsces of the (Grand Aray
by opposing Republicans on penalon matters. True, one
finds that comrades in elections after 1890 were urged
to "vote as you shot’'; in the gubernatorial election of
1895 and the presidential elaction of 1896, Republicans

again attenpted to "rally the old soldiers around the

flag;" such attempts, however, naturelly tended to be-
come more and mors fesble - by 1200, they had all but
vanishad.36

-

In 1892, E. B. Hvans, Deriocrat editor of
——_/

the Ottumwa 3un, and mamber of the G.A.R., was ready

to announce thrt the ((.A.Re. had "...ce28ed to be a

pol chine."” Indeed, the Ottumwa editor estimated

69

35 Benjlamin Gue, History of Jowa, Vol 4, p. 141,

36 Jowa State Register, July 10, 1ll; October 23, 1895;
Sotober 3B, 30, 3L 1896, | ' ’



that one third of the nineteen thousand G.A.R. members
—_—e—e 22 - IO,

were Demoorats.” < 4(,

ssimprnts?

37 Ottumwa Sun, May 19, 1892.




Chapter V
THE G.A.R.'S FRAME OF NID

As Jowa history surged into the epoch
elighties and nineties, comrsdes of the Grend Army
found themselves entertaining an ever growing common
frame of mind. Time was shredding the memories of
the ugly realities of the War Between the States;
pleasant memories of the fellowship bound to prevall
even under conditions of oivil strife were conjured
up regularly by post meetings, annual encempments,
and related social sctivities. A G.A.R. sense of
unity, quite often inconsistent,may be sala to have
oxlsted during the two decsdes precading the turn of
the last century.

Politically the Iowa Grend Army could rea-

1lize the tangible results of uniting behind & common

purpose. The drand Army's legilslative progrem was well

under way during the eighties and by 1900 the G.A.R.

could congratulete itself for & Job successfully com~

pleted. Hard-put politicilans, hungry for support in

the torrid caupsigns of the times, constantly reminded

the ocomrades of their patriotic response in holding
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the Union together in years gone by; it was the G.A.R.
that embodiled the virtues of true patriotism, honor,
and glory; in the future, implied the politician, should

any agenocy be capable of steering the commonwealth from

:
:i - the dens of national iniquity and tressonable activities,
/. that agency would be the Grand Army of the Republio.
The Grend Army agreed.
i As & matter of fect, the organization in 1its
t very infancey had taken unto itself the extremely diffi-
oult watohdog tesk of "...naintsining true allegiance
to the United 3tates of Americsa...and dlscouraging what-
ever tends to wesken loyslty, incites to tresson or
rebellion, or in any anesnner impseirs the effloiency end
permanency of our free 1n9t1tut10na...."1
Eerly in its history the Grond Army took
steps to invoke its own spirit of patriotic unity.
The memory of comredes now deperted, an sppreclatlon
of the seorifices made in behalf of home &nd country,
a guarsntee thet &1l hsd not been in vein, could best
| be fostered by some visible act of reverence. 1In 1868,

National Commander-in Chief John A. Logan urged Grand

Army posts throughout the natliorn to cbserve Memorial

1l les and lations for the Government of the
frand Ay oFaions fof Lhe fyrornment of the




Dty.2 Although some citisens, doubting the motives
behind such an observance, domumd.3 the Grand Army
was t0 make Memorial Day a time-honored institution

in Iowa soclety. Like 1its neighdbor to the north,
Minnesota, lIowa apparently followed a universal pattern
in ﬁurrylng out its memorial ceremonies - prayers and
speeches in the halls of the local post or civic center,
parasdes to the church yards, followed by the decoration
of Union soldiers' gravel.~ By 1890 this annual deaon-
stration of the G.A.R.'s sincere devotion to its own
was shared to a large degree by other segmsnts of Iowa
soclety. Iowa Grand Army records show that 439 posts |<%ﬁg/
and organizations, 12,417 G.A.R. comrades, and 164,218

2 Robert Beath, History of the Grand Army of the Republig,
PPe. 90-92.

3 Ibld., p. 91. The edlitor of the Iowa City 3

Press took the view that Memorlal Day weas litt o

moro than 8 device in the hands of scheming politiclans:
: "The lesson we may Adraw from the great memories, to
E which this day is dedicated, is not ons that should
s sofoster sectional agitation. It is not one that
should be dragged from the hearts of wives bereft
and children orphaned to make the petty fame of some
moosing politician. It 1s not one that can be bla-~
: zoned upon a partisan banner and flung to the putrid
. breeze of a political contest.” Rather the memories
of the war should serve "...as a lesson of tolersnee
: and humanity, but one of cvorlantlng honor of those
Y whose breasts braved the storm.” Jowa City 3tate
[ SR Iress, May 30, 1873.

Departaent of Iowa, 1883, p. 121; 188§%,
ppe 57-60; Frenk H. m
lmmnt.ngmm PPe
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outsiders sssumned some role in honoring the Clvil Wwar [
deed on May 30, 1895.5

Certeinly the Grand Army took its Memorial
Day seriously. The Department Coammander in 1892 vigor-
ously opposed the desecretion of iemorisal Day by &
younger and more irreverent generation who lnslsted on
making it & day of recreation. Four yeers later the
Departuent Ekncsmpment passed & resolution deploring the
use of Memorial Day by other clvic or religlous orders
to decorate their members' graves because it "...tends
to destroy the original intent, end thereby the pe-
ouliar sacredness of tuis, our greet holy day." By
1906 the department was resdy to petition the 3tate
legislature to enact mweasures that would uske the "de-
secretion" of lemorial Day a aisdemeanor.b

To Keep tlie citlizens and organizations of
Iowa at the proper patriotic teupereture and devold
~of all that suacked of letent indicallous of treasson
was a task of utuoat luaportance lu the wiuds of amany

Iowa coarades. Jhen the Jtale agricuitural Sollsge

h———,

at aAmes replaced General Jamss L. Gedded by an ex-

——— ‘_M

S5 Department of Iowa, Journal, 1894, p. 133; 1895
Ppe 35=36; 1897, pp. 36=37; 1099, pp. 59=62.

6 Department of Iowa %ournal 1892, p. 17; 1896,
p. 67; 1906, pp. 6%- . ’ '
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Confederante General, J. Rush Lincoln, as Military IX&S"

et b3
-

Instructor of the College, the Grand Army assumed the

battle ory. OCondemning the removal of Geddes as

"anomalous and disgraceful” and abhorring the idea

that any institution could select Lincoln, "once a .
rebel...to teach our sons how to maintain our liberties,”
the Grend Army appointed George Newman to call on the
College trustees and to effect the reinstatement of
General Geddes as Military Instructor. But to little
avail.' Although Newman reminded the trustees ~ headed

by We T. Rigby, & member of the G.A.R. - that they

were newly appointed and wondered "...if they could

afford to ignore so important & protest as the soldiera

of Iowa had made," the trustees refused to reverse the

original decision. Iater, when General Qeddes was

appointed Treasurer of the College, the Grand Army
dropped its chargea.7

The Grand Army forever was alerted tb actions
and situations, be they in JIowa or elsewhere, that
comrades felt were incompatible with thelr principles.
During the Civil War a Union General, Fitz John Porter,
had been demoted in grade for "alleged cowardice."
When in 1884 a different Congress saw it to absolve

gurtment of Iowa, Journal, 1885, pp. 24-25, 76;
886, pp. 66-67.



Porter from all stains of gullt by restoring him to
his former rank, the G.A.R. acoordingly hammered out
a resolution of expressive indignation condemning
such unbelievable attitudes within the halls of the
United Jtates Congress. At the previous encampment of
1883, the delegates had commended thelr old Commander-
in-Chief, John A. Logan, for his "able and exhaustive"
arguments in the Unilted 3tates Senate against the re-
storation of Porter to his old rank.8

Upon the death of a prominent ex-Confederate,
Jacod Thompson, the Secretary of the Interlor lowered
the American flag in a gesture of respect. Again
members of the Iowa G.A.R. felt that such recognition
extended to & former adversary was alien to the best
interests of the G.A.R. and nation. Maintaining that
"treason against our government 1s & crime against God
and humanity," the 1885 encampment resolved that the
Cleveland administration was whitewashing the record
of Thompason to make "treason respeotablo."9 At the
same time and for good measure, department delegeates

burned out a second resolution reminding the one time

8 Dop;gtment of Iowa, Journal, 1883, p. 130; 1884,
Pe .

9 Department of Iowa, Journal, 1885, pp. 69-T70.
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Confederacy that Jefferson Davie, in the mind of the
1885 Iowa G.A.R. Encampment, was still the "arch conspir-
ator" of all history.l©
In 1889, Department Commander E. A. Consigny,
belleving that a lapse of twenty=-four yeers since the
Civil War had erased some of the hard feelings result-
ing from the war, recommended that the department send 55?
one hundred dollars t6 the National Confederate Soldiers’ j7
Home "...as & token of our fraternal feeling for the
men who wore the grey." Although the proposal received
a good deal of support from meny delegeates, it was
shelved on the grounds thet such action would cause
many comrades to withdraw from the G.A.R.11
In 1ts efforts to enhance the quality of the
moral flber in State and Nation, the G.iA.R. launched
and promoted & progrem designed to instill correct
patriotism in the minds of all citizens, present and
future. In 1889 the department encampment delegates
resolved that theld.A.R. would do everything in 1itse
power to put the National flag over every lowa school
house where the "future legislators" of the country

should learn to "...love the institutions whose original

10 Department of lowe ournal, 1885, pp. 68-69; Jowa
3tate Register, Ap;‘i% 5%, 1885.

11 Department of Iowa, Journal, 1889, pp. 19-20, 64-65,
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purity the Grand Army...sought to restore.”
years later the Department Commander optimistically
reported that the Grand Army's efforts had not been
in vain; 8o general had become the practice of "hoisting
the old flag" over Iowa schoolhouses that with a
little more effort the comrades might see the "starry
0ld banner" floeting over every schoolhouse in the
state.l> In its campaign in behalf of "true American
loyalty," the Grand Army found a worthy helpmate in
its auxlliary, the Woman's Rellef Corps. In the short
period of twelve months, one ambitious W.R.C. member
placed a pamphlet conteining information for the
management and care of flags, and directlons for the
flag pledge and salute in every public school in
the Stato.lA

By securlng the cooperation of the State
Superintendent of Education, the Grand Army was able
to instltute the ragular observense of Memoriel Day

in the publilc schools.15 Alded by the Woman's Relief

Corps, members of the Grand Army also made a practice

12 Department of Iowa, Journal, 1889, p. 63.
13 Department of Iowa, Journal, 1891, p. 14,
14 Department of Iowa, Journal, 1895, pp. 18-19.

15 Depagtment of Iowa, Journal, 1834, p. 33; 1895,
p. 18.



of visiting schools and participating in patriotioc
ceremonies on Washington's Birthday. By making
these annual visits to the achool, the Grend Army
belleved puplls would learn to rever the flag pre-
derved by the Grand Army. Then should war come, and
should "...nartial strains call fordeeds of valor in
defense of right and liberty,"” the army would be ready.
"Native and foreign born...would move solidly togsther,"
because they would be drilled in the principles of
government and in love for Amevioa."16

Nor was the Grand Aruny merely content with
ralalng flags over schoolhouses andvisiting students
twice a yesr. 1In 1899 the department appointed a
Speclal Alde in Charge of Military Instruction in
PAblic 3chools to organize Iowa school boys into mili-
tary companies where they could lsarn the arts of war.
According to the newly proposed program, Civil War
veterans, aided by 3panish Americzn War veterans,
would stesp Iowa youth in "the manual of arme, marching,
squad and company drill, the position of & soldler,
and the salute to the flag...." Thus they would "...

learn how to comprehend the grandeur of the past.“17

16 Department of Iowa, Journal, 1896, p. 15.
17 Department of Iowa, Journal, 1899, pp. 183-184,



Apparently, however, Grand Aray efforts to stimulate

———
materialize. 1In the Department Journals for the

martial training in the Iowa school aystem did not :>(§§u?

fgflowing years, no menmtion was made of the Special
Aide 1in Charge of Military Instruction in Publioc Schools.
One important facet of the Grand Aray's
self-imposed program of "purifying” the minds of the
youth of lowa was the cleansing of history books that
tended to contrsdict the Grand Army's concept of the
"true history of the Rebellion."” Althcugh the 1889
encampment drew up & mild resolutlion agsinst "nefarious
end false histories," the Grend Army's full wrath was
not relsased until 1895 when the encampnient vigorously
condemned Southern historians for indulging in "invidi-
ous comparisons...ageinst the Union armies and thelr
officers, in favor of those of the South." Terning
such attitudes as "criminal" the encampment delegsates
urged that all posts "...keep a watchful eye on the
books introduced into...Iowa schools and to see to 1t
that no apology for treasson, no slight on the csuse of
the Union or its defenders, no wavering 1in patriotlo
devotion" was in any way instilled into the minds of

the ch:r.lclrcn.l8 Finally, 1in 1902, the Grand Army was

18 Department of lowa, Journal, 1889, p. 20; 1895, p. 19.



ready to pass Jjudgrment on 1ts first book. Aftsr

"a thoroughly critical examination” of the }iistory
of the Army of the Potomac, the Grand Army found it (Z——

impartial and most noteworthy, and recommended that [g?§2L-

the educational authorities place it in the aohoola.19
By 1907 such a backlog of unfinished patri-

otic business had piled up that the department found

it necessary to add another permanent officer - the 7¢7 ZDr)

Depertment Patriotic Instrustor - to 1its staff. ZKven

—————

Post Commanders were ordered to appoint Poast Patriotic
Instructors, whose duty 1t was to ses that no un-American
dootrines were propagated in the loocal schools. Most
Posts, however, refused to be troubled with such orders.

In 1909, only 45 of the 346 Posts were sufficlently

interested to send the required Patriotic Instructor's

report to departnent haadquarters.eo

On the department level, however, Patrlotic
Instructor Robert Kissick fell to his duties with
"oommendable zeal and spirit." The most notable text
to come under the scrutiny of Kissick's eagle eye was

Jemes Rhodes' History of the United States. At the

19 Department of lowa, Journal, 1902, p. 65.

20 Department of Iowa, Journal, 1907, pp. 31-32;
1909. Pe 320



hands of Rhodes, ise had been accredited with motlves
of an understandeble nature 1in declding to cast hils
services with the Confederacy. Accordlng to Kissick,
such "theoriea and opinions" expressed by historians
cheapened American patriotism; they were unfit for
consuuptlion by Iowa puplls.21
Even the Presldent of the Unlted 3tates

could not eacrne the righteous wrath of Iowa's Patriotic
Instructor. when Theodore Roosevelt, finding that he
could not bs present at a celabration of Robert 5. Lee's
one hundredth birthday anniversary, wilred his regrets

to the Comnittee on Arrangements at Washington, Kisslock

catagorized Roosavelt with Rhodes, Jacob Thompson,

and Jefferson Davis.22 Agaln, when Colliers Magazine

depicted lee as an Amerioan of laudable character a
nizhly indignant Robert Kisslcksaw the matter different-
ly. Addressing a circular "To The American People,”
Kisalck recelved nation wilde publicity by comparing

Lee with Banedict Arnold, both of whom "...deserted

tha flag of hls country at a criticel time, joined the

eneny and fought againat that rlag."23

8a

21 Dnepartment of Iowa, Journal, 1907, p. 35.
22 Ibid., p. 36.
23 Ibido. PP e 37'500
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In view of the fact that G.A.R. membershlp
was confined to Union veterans; because the G.A.R.
was dedicated to values and purposes evolving froam
the Civil war; it 18 perhaps not surprising that the
Grand Army occesionally displayed & militant and 1in-
tolerant nationalistic spirit. Although the earlier
encaunpments went on record as opposing any weak-kneed
polioy by federal or state governaents, the Grand
Army's strong nationalistic sentiments burst forward
with the patriotic wave of the ninetles. Oebtalnly
the G.A.R. helped pave the way for puvbllc willingness
to go to war with 3dpain in 1898. Three years before
the war, At lsast one U.i.Re. post was demanding that
the United States government deliver the Cuban patri-
ots from the hands of & tyrannical Spain.eu By 1896,
the department encaanpment was ready to express the
desire that the "patriotic Jubans" should at least be
accorded belligerent status by the American government.
At tone assue ehoampment, the G.A.R. rejolced at tihe
results of the Venezuelan controversye. At last the civi-

lized world recognized United States supremacy in the

24 At the request of GCloutman Post, the Mayor of
Ottunwa called a serles of town meetings to ex-
tend sympathy to oppressed Cubans. Qttumwa 3un,
October 26, November 2, 1895.
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Auericas .25

When the United States did go to war in
1898, the Grand Army was most gretified. The "...
014 Flag representing the highest type of civilized
citlzenship...and preserved in ite purity by the
Comrades of the Grund Army of the Republic...”" had
&t last been carried to far-away 1slands .26 When
unexpected complications beset the United Stztes Army
in the Philippines, the Grand Army was outreged.
Fillpine insurrection sageinst the Americen flag was
denounced as tresson and deprecating to the honor of
the American people who s0 esarnestly desired to "take
up the White Man's burden."27 .s a matter of fact
some members of the Grand Aruy believed that the G.A.R.

was &t least indirectly responsible for the American

victory over the Spanish. In his valedictory address

25 Department of Iowa, Journal, 1696, pp. 14, 65.
26 Department of Iowa, Journal, 1898, p. 36.

27 Department of Iowa, Journal, 1902, p. 43. Janes
3e Weaver expressed different lideas on Amerlican
honor in the Philippines. 3aid Weaver: "I wish
to enter an emphatic protest e&gainst the resolu-
tions adopted...by the Grand Army Enceampment
sendursing the policy of tne administration in the
Philippines and covertly committing us to an in-
dorsement of Lhe etrocities perpetrated upon the
Filipino people.... The resolution was passed
without discussion. I was not present or they
would undoubtedly have heard from me."

Des Molnes leader, May 22, 1902.




Department Commander Charles Balley claimed that the
Civil var veterans had inspired Iowa's youth to repesat

the Grand Army's Civil War performance in supressing

"arrogance and slavery." The Grand Army's labors in

behalf of American patriotism had not been in vain.
So successful had been the G.A.R.'s patriotic campalgn,

claimed Commander Balley, that forty-seven percent of
————— T —

the Iowa men who volunteered for service in the Spanish

e

Aggslggn War were members of the Grend Army's auxiliary,

t 3ons of Veter 28

Although citizens of Socliallstic and other

"radical" tendencies were rather scerce in Iowa around
the turn of the 6entury. the G.A.R. appolnted 1ltself
to dlscourage any such tendencies that might exist.
During the early nineties the Grand Army leaders were
sure that much of the nation's economic unrest wes
inspired by foreigners who had little respect for the

“dignity of labor," or for those American civil and

28 Department of Iowa, Journal, 1900, pp. 18, 21.
Immedlately before the United States entered
World War I, theGrand Army was not quite so sure
that 1ts patriotic campalgn had pald great divi-
dends. Comnander John Merry believed that he
expressed his comrades' "disgust" when he compared
the unwillingness of a later generation to enlist
in the Army with the zeal and patriotism thet led
the "boys in blue" to rally around the colors in
1€61. Department of Iowa, Journal, 1916, p. 17.



religious liberties preserved by the (Grand Army. In
his message to the G.A.R., Commander J. J. 3teadman
advised his comrades never to permit "anarchy or

M
Communism"” to destroy "...our banks and our bonds...
y

that gave us a currency...honored by all natlons."29
In the same year, Department Commander Phillp Schaller
instructed his Adjutant General to permit no "...
Anarghists with thelr Red Bandana to move with the
loyal soldiers of the Rebellion" in the Memorial Day
parades.Bo By the following January the Department
had pledged its sympsthy and cooperation with the
officers of the Jand to put down any "unlawful assemb-
lages" or "to quell any spirit of disloyalty or resis-
tance to the orderly and falthful administration of
the law."31

Other than educeting public opinion to an
unknown degree, however, the Grand Army 4i1d 1little in

its orusade againat Anarchy, Socialism, or Communism.
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e

Only in 1917 ai1d the Grand Army take overt action against

such sedltious doctrines. When an inmate of the

29 Department of lowa, Journal, 1893, p. 7.

30 Phllip Schaller .t_o ﬂo L.n Lﬁonar’d’ M.y, 1893. Ge.A.R.

Papers,

31 Department of Iowa, Journal, 1894, p. 144,
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Iowa Soldiers' Home persisted in reading Socialist

newspapers to his comredes and "demned the Preaident”

for leading the Unlted 3tetes into World War I, the Z/ltg
Grand Army felt that there was but one alternative -

the offender was dlscharged from the 3oldiers' Home.

Even then the (Grand Army resolved that such an

offense wes "lightly treated” because the culprits's

"mind was clear us & bell." 2

32 Department. of Iowa, Journal, 1918, o. 61.
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